1944: Million Fees and the

events surrounding them (25.09-11.11.1944)

In the autumn of 1944, as World War Il was nearing its end, inflation was sRyrocketing... Many were dead, countless
were poor and hungry. Postal communication was drastically reduced!

In domestic correspondence, cards and envelopes were used, often improvised. The ability to use envelopes—without
signs of tampering—indicates that domestic mail was not censored. Some initials found are likely from postal employees
and probably pertain to fees, while in Thessaloniki, the Occupation practice continued, requiring the sender's information
(ID Card number) to be noted.

In international correspondence, which resumed on November 1, only the use of plain postal cards was permitted.
While a letter rate was planned, it seems letters were never allowed. The content on the cards had to be family-related and
brief, with "commercial" content prohibited. Naturally, they were censored to check the nature of the content, though no
censorship markings were stamped. Only handwritten notes indicating the reason for non-forwarding were occasionally
found. The surviving cards convey the worries of those corresponding: after years of communication barriers (mail sus-
pended), they inform distant relatives of family losses, poverty, hunger, and the lack of clothing and especially footwear...

The postal rates that took effect from September 15 (first day of circulation for the three denominations) were:
Domestic:

Letter: 5.000.0006p /20g +3.000.0006px /20g

Letter in town: 3.000.0008py /20g +3.000.0006px /20g
Postcard: 3.000.0006px

Registration fee: + 5.000.0006px

Express fee: + 5.000.0006px

Airmail fee: + 1.000.0006py [personal conclusion]

International (Correspondence was allowed only from November 1, meaning for just 10 days):

Letter: 10.000.0006px /20g [It was planned, but envelopes were never accepted during this period]
Postcard: 6.000.0006px
Registration fee: + 10.000.0006px [It was planned, but registered cards were likely never accepted during this period]

When postal rates changed on November 11, due to the establishment of the New Drachma (currency reform), the ex-
change rate was 50,000,000,000 drachmas = 1 New Drachma. Thus, the new domestic letter postal rate (3 drachmas) was
set at 30,000 times the previous day’s rate (at least, based on the nominal stamp value).

The handling of correspondence was problematic. As noted by Petros Tiberius (Volume I1):
- "Until further notice, no foreign correspondence will be accepted.” (17.09.1944, Enomenos Typos).
- "Due to the suspension of postal communications between Athens and the provinces, postal items will no longer
be accepted. An exception is correspondence with ThessaloniRi, for which the specified airmail additional fee must be
paid." (20.09.1944, Enomenos Typos).

From the postcard dated November 9, (page 2), we learn:

- "Today, as mail service has just been permitted with all of Greece, except for Crete"... "As soon as the Postal Money
Order Service becomes operational...".

While the Money Order service was not operational, we read in private mail for parcels being sent (possibly through
other means).

The million-denomination stamps were replaced on 11.11.1944 with the APAXMAI NEAI (New Drachmas overprint) and
the Historical series postal cards (of 2 drachmas & 5 drachmas) which have been re-used without overprints..

However, their use persisted in some areas not governed by the official Greek state of Athens (controlled by resistance
groups and German administration). Notable examples, the Messenia area (where correspondence was censored by the
EAM: National Liberation Front) and Crete (with the remaining German garrison).

During the period of million-denomination rates, in areas administered by provisional political authorities (National
Resistence), after the withdrawal of occupation forces, postage stamps from the previous period were overprinted. The
surcharges ranged from 100,000 drachmas to 10,000,000 drachmas. During this time, overprinted stamps were issued in
LefkRada (19.09), Lesvos (20.09), Agrinio (07.10), and Preveza (17.10.1944).



Domestic Mail: Postcards

Rate: 3.000.0006px

Rate confirmation 3
and signature

Use of a devalued postal card (3.0006py) with postage stamps 2x500.0006px & 2.000.00056py affixed,
postmark AGHNAI MAATEIA SYNTATMATOX AMOZTOAH 8.X.1944 (Athens, Syntagma), sent to XAAKIZ
27.X1.44 (Chalkis), via AGHNAI A®IZIZ 9.0KT.44 (Athens). It arrived after 50 days!

We are all free! Glory to Cod! E

..l am gending you thie today, ag
mail hag just been permitted with all
of Greece except Crete...

.l will gend them to you ag soon ag
[ receive a letter from you to con-
firm that mail service hag been fully
regfored.

Ag goon ag the Bogtal Money Order
Service i operational, [ will send
you.

The departure of refugees from
Eagtern Macedonia and Thrace, '

who have sought refuge here, to re- i 14 % W‘J e
turn to their homes will be permitted,
it ie aggumed, in early December. : : 454

Use of a devalued postal card (26px) with postage stamps 2x500.0006py & 2.000.0006py affixed,
without any dispatch or arrival postmark! Unknown if it was ever forwarded....

ABfvon TN 9 NospPBpiouv 1944 (Athens) to Néa Zixvn (ZnAaxwBa)* Zeppwv (Nea Zichni / Ziliachova)
*It also notes the old name (Ottoman and Bulgarian) that had been reinstated during the Bulgarian occupation!
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Domestic Mail: Postcards

Rate: 3.000.0006px
Franking: 5.000.0006px

NPOTIMATE TA EAAHNIKR NPOIONTA

A Kopixm

ABHNAL { Apnimy Al dgcy Felscaw | TTEIPALA
TANAPIEDY. 2 . SGIARNDE, 32

NAPTONDTICIEION ASHNAN :
KEDAAA & NOMIKOY, AEHNA

EFFOSTAEION KOPAONICHN ;
ICANNHE KAZAZHE & 2, sezinimu

EPMJETAEION KAATEQON :
MOAIAND & THKOAMD,  eemiNikH

EATTOYNOTIOIEIDN :
AAEADON ZABOTIANNH, neeans

EFmET.ﬂ:‘!IDH.’EIﬂﬂN EK TEAAOYADA -
“SEATEIAOQE, - BELIMIEH

EPFOETAZION TAAK :
GEQA. ANEDPAIKHE, @HPA

ANTAMOKPITAL
EIZ- TAE KYRIOTEPAL NMOREIE TOY ELOTEFIKOY

Glory to God, we are saved! We
returned home just the day before
yesterday.

(Jewigh Family A. Kamchi)
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Commercial postcard franked with 5.000.0008py (instead of the correct rate of 3.000.0006pY),
postmark AOHNAI AEMATA 8.NOE.44 (Athens), sent to Patras.



Domestic Mail: In town letters

Rate: 3.000.0006px

Sender the DEGRIGES, Deutsch-Griechische Warenausgleichsgesellschaft G.m.b.H. (German-Greek Commodity Equalization
Company, 36 Stadiou Street, Athens).

The economic drain on Greece by the Germans had another facet: the imposition of trade exchanges through bilateral
clearing agreements managed by the German export company DeGriGes. Established a year after the Germans arrived in
Greece, it, along with the Italian SAGIG, siphoned off Greek production in exchange for supplying Greeks with cheap and
useless goods at prices set by the occupiers, to the detriment of Greek products.
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Commercial letter franked with 2x500.0006p) & 2.000.0008py, postmark AOHNAI AEMATA 24.3EN.44 (Athens),
sent in town AOHNAI ADIZIZ 25.3EM.44.



Domestic Mail: Letters

TéNOG: 5.000.0006px

Rate confirmation 5
and signature

Letter with 5.000.0006py, postmark AOHNAI MAATEIA SYNTATMATOZ 26.X.44 (Athens, Syntagma), sent to MATPAI
29.X.44, (Patras) via AOHNAI A®DIZIZ 27.0KT.44.

Letter franked with 5.000.0006px & Charity 25.0006p, postmark NEA IQNIA 6.X1.44 (Nea lonia), sent to
NMoAaioxwprov AéoBou (Paleochorion), via AOHNAI ADIZIE 6.NOE.44, MYTIAHNH A®DIZIZ 11.NOE.44 at
MAQMAPION 12.X1.44 (Athens, Mytilini & Plomarion).




Domestic Mail: Express postcards

Postcard rate: 3.000.0006px
Express fee: 5.000.0006pyx
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Banknotes of 1O billion drachmag were issued.
They say things are cheap in Chalkida, go shopping!

the lower word removed
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Postcard with postage stamps: 2x500.0008py, 2.000.0006px and 5.000.0006px (3.000.0006px
postcard rate and 5.000.0006px express fee), postmark AOHNAI NMAATEIA ZYNTATMATOX 29.X.44

(Athens, Syntagma) to XaAkida, via AOHNAI ---- 30.0KT.44 (lower word removed).



Domestic Mail: Express letters

Letter rate: 5.000.0006px
Express fee: 5.000.0006pyx
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Letter with pair of 5.000.0006px & Charity 25.0006pX, postmark AOHNAI MAATEIA SYNTArMATOZ 5.XI.44
(Athens, Syntagma) to BOANOZ AMOZTOAH 8.XI.44 (Volos) via AOHNAI A®IZIE 6.X1.44. The handwritten notice
Eneiyov (Express), under the Charity stamp.



Domestic Mail: Registered letters

Letter rate: 5.000.0006px
Registration fee: 5.000.0006px

Letter with 2x5.000.0006px &
Charity 25.0006py, postmark MA-
~ TPAIXYITHMENA (Patras, illegible
3 postmark) sent to AOHNAI ADIZIZ
SYITHM. 4.X1.44 (Athens).
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Letter with 5x2.000.0006py,

postmark AOHNAI MAAT. YN/

TOZ 25.I1X.44 (Athens, Syntagma),

to XANKIZ 27.X1.44 (Chalkis), via

AOHNAI ADIZIE 26.1X.44. It arrived
* after 62 days!




Domestic Mail: Airmail letters

Letter rate: 5.000.0006p¥, (Express fee: 5.000.0006px), Airmail fee: 1.000.0006px
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Airmail:

Letter with 2x500.0006py +
5.000.0006px, postmark OEZZANO-
NIKH EZOXAI 30.1X.44 (Thessaloniki,
Exoches), sent to AOHNAI AEBIAOY
8 5.X.44, (Athens, Levidou), via
OEZZANONIKH ADIZIZ 2.X.44 and
AOHNAI ADIZIE 4.X.44 (Thessaloniki
& Athens).

Although there is a handwritten
note "Express Airmail," it was

sent by airmail without express
handling.

Sender identity verification: "A.T,,
Ap. 4301/26/Maiouv/1943".

Airmail & Express letter:

Letter with 2x500.0006px +
2x5.000.0006py, postmark
OEZZANONIKH 5 19.1X.44
(Thessaloniki), sent to AOH-

NAI A®IZIZ 21.1X.44 (Athens).
Handwritten "Emeiyov Aepomopi-
kw¢" (Express/Airmail), markings
EMEIFON & AEPOMOPIKQZ / PAR
AVION.

Sender identity verification:
Handwritten "Declaration for
the above company, lcwpytog
MevTtgéAog".



Domestic Mail: Registered airmail letters

Letter rate: 5.000.0006p¥,
Express fee: 5.000.0006py, Registration fee: 5.000.0006p¥,
Airmail fee: 1.000.0006px
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Airmail, registered & express letter:

Registered letter with 2x500.0006px + 3x5.000.0006pX, postmark OEZZANONIKH ZYSTHMENA 25.1X.44
(Thessaloniki), to AOHNAI NEA ®INAAEADEIA 11.X.1944 (Athens, Nea Philadelphia), via ATHINAI POSTE AERIENNE
28.1X.44. Markings OEZZANONIKH 3...., EMEIFTON and AEPOMOPIKQS / PAR AVION. Although it arrived in Athens in
4 days, it took 14 days to be delivered to the final destination..

The stamps of the Thessaloniki International Fair were affixed to cover the logo on the printed envelope.
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Domestic Mail: Handwritten fees

Letter rate: 5.000.0006py,
2nd weight tier: +2.000.0006py,
Registration fee: 5.000.0006px.

Battle of Kalamata: On September 9, 1944, a battle
took place between ELAS and the Security Battalions,
which collaborated with sections of the Greek Gen-
darmerie. It ended with the victory of ELAS, leading
to the liberation of Kalamata. In the EAM-controlled
city, EAM censorship was imposed.

Censored registered letter of the second weight tier. The 2.000.0006p) were collected cash:

Registered letter 2x5.000.0005py, handstamp KAANAMAI XYSTHMENA 6.X1.44 (Kalamata), to AOHNAI ADIZIZ Y-
STHM. 19.XL44 (Athens). The extra fee of 2.000.0006p for the 2nd weight tier was paid cash and marked by
hand with purple pencil EmmA¢ov 2.000.000 (Additionally) & signature of the postal employee. Obviously,
the 500,000 drachmas and 2,000,000 drachmas stamp values were depleted.

It was censored, with a purple AOFTOKPIOHKE (censored), with reader’s signature
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Domestic Mail: Handwritten fees

Letter rate: 5.000.0006py,
2nd weight tier: +2.000.0006py,
Registration fee: 5.000.0006px.

Censored registered letter of the second weight tier. The 7.000.0006py were collected cash:

Registered letter with handwritten Mpapp. 27 (2nd weight tier, 27gr) and EioenpéyxOnoav Spay 7.000.000
2/11/44 (7.000.000 collected cash) with postal employee's signature + Charity 25.0006py, postmark Ariox
NIKONAOZ KPHTHE 2.X.44 (Agios Nikolaos, Crete, with month X instead of XI) sent to AOHNAI A®IZIZ ZYITHM.
22.X1.44 (Athens) It arrived after 17 days.
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Domestic Mail: Handwritten fees

In town letter: 3.000.0006py,
Registration fee: 5.000.0006px.

Registered in town letter. The 8.000.0005p) were collected cash:

Registered in town letter with handwritten Eioempdy. TéAn Apy 8.000.000 (collected in cash) with postal
employee's signature, postmark BOAOZ ZYSTHMENA 17.1X.44 (Volos, 3rd day of the new rates)

13



Domestic Mail: Handwritten fees

Letter rate: 5.000.0006py,
Fifth weight tier + 4x2.000.0006pY,
Registration fee: 5.000.0006px.

Comparing the two letters from Volos (pages 13 and 14),
we conclude that an average of 17 registered letters were submitted daily at the Volos Post Office.

Registered letter of 5th weight tier. The 18.000.000 were collected cash:

5th weight tier registered letter with handwritten Eioempdy@noav TéAn 10.000.000 + 8.000.000 (collected in
cash) with postal employee's signature, postmark BOAOX XYETHMENA 8.I1X.44 (Volos), sent to AOHNAI ADIZIZ
TYEZTHM. 18.X1.44 (Athens). It arrived after 11 days.

14



Use after its validity period (>10.11.1944)

Letter rate: 5.000.0006p¥.

Battle of Kalamata: On September /

9, 1944, a battle took place be-

tween ELAS and the Security Bat-

talions, which collaborated with .
sections of the Greek Gendarme-

rie. It ended with the victory of

ELAS, leading to the liberation of

Kalamata. 7 : : x"‘-\.._
In the EAM-controlled city, EAM | S '/
censorship was imposed. Hav- S it e A

ing no contact with the Athens e
government, the post offices in

Messenia did not receive the new

APAXMAI NEAI (New Drachma)

postage stamps. The use of mil- g« - T

P
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d, with the same rates Ko TS R W | T TR
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Letter with 5.000.0008py, postmark KAAAMAI 13.NOE.44 (Kalamata), sent to MATPAI 16.111.45 (Patras) via
KYNAPIZZIA (... MOAIZ) 6.AEK.44 (Kyparissia) and ZAXAPQ 21.AEK.44 (Zacharo). It arrived after 124 days!!!
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Use after its validity period (Febr. 1945)

Letter rate: 5.000.0006p¥.

Crete was fully liberated in May 1945. A few thou-
sand German "armed prisoners" remained in Cha-
nia Prefecture. Heraklion was liberated in October
1944,

However, postal communications and the unin-
terrupted operation of Post Offices were not im-
mediately restored...

70%

Letter with 5.000.0006p), postmark HPAKAEION 6.EB.45 (Heraklion), sent to KH®IZZIA
16.DEB.45 (Kiphissia)!!!
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Mail to Abroad: Egypt

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Postal rates for international mail were immediately set with the issuance of the three new denominations.
However, international mail service was suspended and only resumed on November 1. Citizens were informed a
few days prior about the resumption of international routes and that only non-illustrated postcards with family-
oriented content would be accepted. Postcards with commercial content would be returned.

and long live the Greek Dodecanege.

Blory to Bod, we are all alive: We
have won Victory, and now, with the
power of God and the will of our
National Government, we hope to
| secure, through the law, Freedom,
| Justice, and Security.

cndi

Use of a devalued postal card (26px) with 2x500.0006px & 5.000.0006p) postage stamps affixed,
postmark MANAION ®ANHPON 30.0KT.44 (Paleon Phaleron), to Benha, Egypt, via AOHNAI ADIZIZ
3.NOE.44 (Athens). It received bag arrival number 9304 at British censorship and a bilingual Postal

Censor marking.
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Use of a devalued postal card (3.0006px) with 3x2.000.0006px postage stamps affixed, postmark
AOHNAI AEBIAQY 8 2.XI.44 (Athens) to Alexandria, Egypt, via AOHNAI A®IZIZ 3.NOE.44 (Athens). It
received bag arrival number 9304 at British censorship and a bilingual Postal Censor marking.
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Mail to Abroad: USA

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Ny e —— [ hope you got our firet detailed letter
) | W which we gent you some days ago.

-
o 5
el
=

g Here we enjoy our freedom since 3
weeks, we had really suffered enough
j all these 3% years..

jﬁ% I rfw-w-*f‘
Could you be go kind and send ug
the newest faghion magazines?

Postcard with 2x500.0006px & 5.000.0006p), postmark MAATEIA XYNTATMATOZ 1.XI.44 (Syntagma
Square, Athens) to Rhodes island, HIA. It received bag arrival number 9310 at British censorship in
Egypt and was censored in USA, with markings U.S. CENSORSHIP / EXAMINED and 6340.

With the help of God and our
great allies, the Americans and
the British, today [ am sending
you the firet meggage of our
sweet homeland’e freedom.

After four years of destruction
by the barbarian conquerors, we
are free, and we live -and will
continue to live- fo seek justice
alonggide our brave allies.

the lower word removed

(not mentioned) -
Postcard franked with 3x2.000.0008py, postmark MAATEIA ZYNTAIMATOX AMOXTOAH 31.X.44 (Syntagma
Square), sent to Manchester, HIMA, via AOHNAI ---- 31.0KT.44 (lower word removed). It received bag arrival
number 9321 at British censorship in Egypt and was censored in USA, with markings U.S. CENSORSHIP /

EXAMINED and 6183.
18




Mail to Abroad: England

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

After a glavery of four years and
the horrible consequences there-

from, my family and me, with the

help of God, we are in life and we
enjoy our liberty.

Postcard with 2x500.0006p) & 5.000.0006p, postmark MATPAI (AMOXTOAH) 3.NOEM.44 (Patras)
sent to LIVERPOOL 5.DE.44, England, via AOHNAI A®IZIZ 5.NOEM.44. Without passing through the
British censorship service in Egypt (sack numbering series 9000), it was censored in England with
a red octagonal PASSED P.227. The recipient had departed, and it was returned to MATPAI ADIZIZ
23.10YN.45 (Patras).

Thanke to our great allieg we are
at lagt liberated.

[t is not possible fo explain fo you
by a post-card what we suffered
for the lagt four years, but you
can imagine. Ag soon ag you will
be able please send me some
money.

Use of a devalued postal card (56px) with 2x500.0006px & 5.000.0006p) postage stamps affixed,
postmark AOHNAI AEMATA 4.NOE.44 (Athens), sent to Stamford, England. Without passing through
the British censorship service in Egypt (sack numbering series 9000), it was censored in England
with a red octagonal PASSED T134.
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Mail to Abroad: Colombia

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px
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Postcard with 2x500.0006px & 5.000.0006p), postmark MEIPAIEYZ 9.NOEM.44 (Piraeus), sent to Medellin, Colombia.
Without passing through the British censorship service in Egypt (sack numbering series 9000), it was censored in USA,
with marking U.S. CENSORSHIP / EXAMINED and handwritten 7165.

Private issue of postcard with Metaxas' slogan (1939-1940).
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Mail to Abroad: Morocco

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006p)
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At lagt we are free after a horrible yoke
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Postcard franked with 3x2.000.0006py, postmark MAATEIA XYNTAFMATOX AMOXTOAH
8.X1.44 (Syntagma Square, Athens), sent to Casablanca, Morocco. It received bag ar-
rival number 9995 at British censorship in Egypt and bilingual Postal Censor.
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Mail to Abroad: Belgian Congo

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

70%
After four years of slavery, we are writing a few worde
to let you know that we are still alive.

Use of a devalued postal card (76px/26px) with 2x500.0006px & 5.000.0006p) postage stamps
affixed, postcard AOHNAI AMMEAOKHIOI 3.X1.44 (Athens, Ambelokipoi), sent to Albertville, Belgian
Congo. It received bag arrival number 9480 at British censorship in Egypt and bilingual Postal
Censor.
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Mail to Abroad: South Africa

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

70%

Use of a devalued postal card (30008py) with 2x500.0006py & 5.000.0008p) postage stamps affixed,
postmark MEIPAIEYZ 9.NOEM.44 (Piraeus, from Phaleron), sent to Johannesburg, South Africa. It
received bag arrival number 9480 at British censorship in Egypt.
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Mail to Abroad: returned / irregular

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Emotpépelal, avlikavovikov
(Returned, irregular)
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70%

ALEX. TH.

RUE J. DROSSOPHULOU 3‘1.

ATHENES A\ ‘TiLJ’\?_Lﬁ- A rwatio,
TEL. B3-8I1T7

Use of a devalued postal card (30005px) with 3x2.000.0006py postage stamps affixed, postmark
AOHNAI NEBIAOY 8 8.XI.44 (Athens, Levidou), addressed to Victoria, Australia. Returned to sender
AOHNAI AEBIAOQY 8 18.XI.44 (Athens, Levidou), via AOHNAI A®IZIZ 17.XL.44 (Athens). Handwritten
informational notice EmotpépeTal, avrikavovikov (Returned, irregular). The text was classified as
commercial because it refers to stamps (philatelist Alexandros Drakakis).
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Mail to Abroad: returned as commercial

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Emoltpépelat wg eutopikov.
[ivovCat exta povov SeAldpia fpaxvAoga
OIKOJJEVELKOU TIEPIEXOPEVOU

Returned as commercial.

Only brief posteards
with family-oriented content are accepted.

Rate confirmation 6
70% and signature

Use of a devalued postal card (756py, uprated with 256px) with 2x500.0005px & 5.000.0006p)
affixed, postmark NMAATEIA XYNTATMATOZ AMOXZTOAH 1.X1.44 (Syndagma Square, Athens), addressed
to London, England. Returned to sender. Handwritten informational notice Emotpé@eTal, wg epmo-
PIKOV.... (Returned as commercial. Only brief postcards with family-oriented content are accepted)
The text was classified as commercial because the sender requests to subscribe annually to The
Philatelix Trader. (Philatelist Leonidas Kirlakitsis).
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Mail to Abroad: returned as illustrated

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

After four years slavery finite
we are free Favour our allides
Englishes and Americans

Emolpépetat
[ivovCat Sexta

[in eIKovogpadnuéva

Returned

Only non-illustrated
posteards are accepted

Illustrated (free of charge, military) postcard with 2x5.000.0006p) (overfranked by 4.000.0008px), postmark MA-
TPAI (AMO=TOAH) 4.NOEM.44 (Patras), addressed to New York (USA). Returned to sender MATPAI ADIZIS 17.NOEM.44
(Patras). Handwritten informational notice Emotpéweta, Mvovral Sektd pun eikovoypawnuéva (Returned. Only non-
illustrated postcards are accepted).
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Mail to Abroad: returned as illustrated

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Aegv Epjtve 5eKkLo 15
¢o Tayvspopeiov wg
gKovogpagnuévov

[t was not accepted at the
Post Office ag illustrated.

We are very glad to write you that the liberty came and that
we are healthy..

All Greece is almost free grace of Great Britain. Bulgariang
left Macedonia and Thrace.

LATHERES, - ) o Firde, Mol miBtak Pl P nuucenis, See | 7()9

%Mw /;,,:: o /; i G0

Lo ﬁeffr"f“mr‘f; ,m }“,rnnr?—q-;

i

Picture postcard franked with 5.000.0008px (underfranked by 1.000.0006px). Without any
postmark. Handwritten Aev éyve 5ektd €1g To Taxudpopsiov wg eikovoypanuévo (It was not
accepted at the Post Office as illustrated).
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Use after its validity period (>10.11.1944)

Postcards rate: 6.000.0006px

Battle of Kalamata: On September 9, 1944, a battle took place between
ELAS and the Security Battalions, which collaborated with sections of
the Greek Gendarmerie. It ended with the victory of ELAS, leading to the
liberation of Kalamata.

The EAM-controlled city of Kalamata had no contact with the Athens gov-
ernment. The post offices in Messenia did not receive the new APAXMAI
NEAI (New Drachma) postage stamps. The use of million-denomination
stamps continued, with the same rates.

We are all well..

We are with-out shoeg
and clothes and hungry..

Invalid of war

70%

Postcard with 2.000.000 & 5.000.0006px (overfranked by 1.000.0008 px), postmark
KANAMAI 11.NOE.44 (First Day for the issue APAXMAI NEAI: New Drachmas)
addressed to Atlanta, USA, via AOHNAI A®IZIZ 19.NOE.44 (Athens) Without
passing through the British censorship service in Egypt (sack numbering series
9000), it was censored in USA, with marking U.S. CENSORSHIP / EXAMINED and
69004.
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National Resistance: Lesvos

Domestic letter rate: 200.0006py

Lesvos was an EAM-controlled island.

Four postage stamps were surcharged EAEYOEPH NEZBOX (Free Lesvos),
100.0006pY, 200.0006px & 400.0006py. During their period of use, the
rates from the previous period (<September 15, 1944) were applied.

Letter of philatelic inspiration, franked with 200.0006px/10006px and Charity 5x50008px, postmark
METPA 20.3EN.44 (Petra, First Day of Issue), sent to MYTIAHNH A®IZIZ 21.3EM.44 (Mytilini). Censorship
marking AOFOKPIZIA MYTIAHNHE (Censorship of Mytilini) and reader's A0 in violet.
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National Resistance: Lesvos

Letter to abroad rate: 500.00086px

Lesvos was an EAM-controlled
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Properly posted letter, franked with 100.0006px/20006px & 2x200.0006px/10008py stamps, postmark MY-
TIAHNH 5.X.44 (Mytilini) sent to CAIRO 3, Egypt. Marked with A (censorship reader of Mytilini). Posted Méow
EAAnvikou Mpoéeveiov Spupvng (via the Hellenic Consulate of Smyrna). It received bag arrival number 8700 at
British censorship in Egypt and bilingual Postal Censor.

30



National Resistance: Lefkada

Inland letter rate: 200.0006px
Weight tiers: 100.0008px/20gr

EDES had occupied Lefkada, and the Political Administration decided to issue stamps
of 5,000,0006p¥, adapting to the new postal rates of the Athens government.

Three postage stamps were surcharged with the value of 5.000.0008px (on 5.00086py, 15.0008px and
25.0006pY). The surcharges stamps were added on the regular rates from the previous period.

60%

1RO ToRIT
_._1&_:_,.-

Properly posted letter of the B ank of Athens, with 20 postage stamps of 25.0006px (4th weight tier letter
rate) + 5x50006px Charity, together with the 5.000.0008px/25.0006py of EAE3. Postmark AEYKAZ 19.3EN.44
(Lefkas), sent to AOHNAI A®DIZIZ 27.3EMN.44 (Athens). Locally censored (censorship sealing tapes EANHNIKH
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NOTOKPIZIA). First Day of Issue of the EDES postage stamp).



National Resistance: Trichonis (Agrinion)

Inland letter rate: 200.0006px

P L i L e e -'-HW’”'"""' 7
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Properly posted letter of the Bank of Athens, with 8 postage stamos of 25.0006px (200.0006py) + 250006p)
Charity, postmark MEZOAOITION 6.3EM.44 (Mesolonghion), sent to MPEBEZA 10.XIl.44 (Preveza). Censored
locally (a fragment of a German document was used as sealing tape), with handwritten EAoyokpifn (Censored)
and handstamp AIOIKHEZH TPIXQNIAZ - APXHTEION [?] MOAITO®YAAKHE (Administration of Trichonia,
Headquarters of Militia). It arrived after 97 days!




