Forms & Documents
of the Hellenic PT.T.

Various titles could be chosen for the intriguing collection that follows, such as "The Hel-
lenic PTT in Operation," "The PTT Without Stamps," and others.

The exhibit includes items of philatelic, or not, historical, or not, interest that were not col-
lected by early philatelists but undoubtedly serve as evidence of the workings of the Greek
Postal Service since the establishment of the Greek state, the Telegraph Services (1859), the
Telephone Services (1892), and the Postal Savings Bank (since 1903, beginning in Cretan State).

These services, which operated within a unified organization until their permanent separa-
tion several decades ago, were of immense support to all citizens, businesses, and the State.
Citizens’ daily lives and the country’s economic activity relied on the PTT. Without proper
organization, these services would not have been able to serve them effectively.

The following material highlights the organization, efficient operation, and public engage-
ment of the PTT. There is no restriction on the types of items displayed, as they all repre-
sented vital links within the Services.

The classification chosen provides the following structure:

1. Public Engagement and Outreach
Upper and Lower Staff Levels

Informational Material

Services:

a. Postal (Mail Service, Parcel Service)

b. Telegraphic

c. Telephonic

d. Financial (Postal Savings Bank, Postal Money Orders, Savings piggy
banks)

The material ranges from luxurious to simplistic, beautiful to less refined. Often, repeated
reprints of the "Forms" lowered quality until a director (and the necessary budget) could re-
place them with finer prints.

The exhibit leans toward the domain of
Postal History. My request to classify it in
the category of Postal Stationery was based
on an admittedly overstated linguistic in-
terpretation of the concept of PTT Forms,
which, though they lack stamped face value
(for postage), display the operations and
procedures of this impressive institution.

S prT Lottery ticket
§ (Occupied Greece, 31.12.1941)

version 10/2024




Greeting cards for distinguished individuals

High-Level Artistic Works

The General Directorate of Posts extended greetings to distinguished personalities and officials
by sending printed cards. On two occasions, in 1901 and 1907,
these cards featured printed samples of stamps (using the copperplate engraving method).

Printed under the supervision of the British firm J.P. Segg & Co,
these cards are highly sought after by collectors,
especially the 1907 edition, which includes Olympic stamps.

1900



Greeting cards for distinguished individuals
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Greeting cards for distinguished individuals

1902



Greeting cards for distinguished individuals

1907
(according to Perkins & Bacon archives, the Greek Post office ordered 600 New Year Cards)



Greeting cards for distinguished individuals

Directorate of Posts and Telegraphs of Crete

In 1908, the Cretan State unilaterally declared its union with Greece.
In this spirit, the Directorate used the logo of the "HELLENIC POST"
on the greeting card it sent from Chania with New Year wishes for 1911!

Chania (Canea), 1911



[ Tip greeting cards ]

A Forgotten Tradition...

During the holiday season, especially at the end of each year, delivery workers, employees, technicians of
the PTT, as well as newspaper carriers, water vendors, street cleaners, and many other small tradespeople,
eagerly anticipated tips from customers and citizens. They would even print small cards with greetings—
either personalized with their names or collectively—and would give them to those who offered them a
tip. Often, the middle or upper-middle-class citizens, to whom these cards were directed, would note the
amount they gave. It was not always a modest sum...

Telegrams carriers

Athens



Tip greeting cards

Mail carriers

Piraeus

Piraeus
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Tip greeting cards

Postal Money Order carriers

Piraeus (Postal Money Order)

Piraeus (Postal Money Order)




Tip greeting cards

Mail carriers

Piraeus (Registered & Express mail)

Piraeus (Airmail & Express mail)




[ Tip greeting cards ]

Mail carriers
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[ Tip greeting cards

Registered Mail Reception Clerks
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[ Tip greeting cards

Poste Restante Clerks
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[ Tip greeting cards

Telephone Operators, Technicians, and Guards of the Piraeus Telephone Center
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[ PTT employee activities
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Postal Guides

Central Post Office of Athens
Special publication for the year 1916, with very interesting information for the public.

R

Among other things,
it lists the locations of the 94 mailboxes in Athens!

17



Postal Guides

Centenary of the University

Outstanding artistic supervision by D. Kapsokefalos

18



Personal documents of clients (IDs)

Identity Cards of the Universal Postal Union

Following the success of identity cards issued by the Postal Services of various countries
(e.g., France, Germany, Italy, etc.), the Universal Postal Union
decided to issue bilingual identity cards for each member country.
They allowed users to verify their information at any Postal Service within the UPU member countries.

Their use in Greece was limited, and they are extremely rare to find today.

unused ID

with the
postmark of the
Athens Exchange
Office ATHINAI
ATHENES
18.NOV.28 1,




Personal documents of clients (IDs)

with the postmark of KAAAMAI EMITATAI 18.AMP.921 (Kalamata, Postal Money Orders)

Individual Discount Cards on Telegraph Fees
Correspondents - newspaper journalists could send telegrams at reduced rates.
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Personal documents of clients (IDs)

Philatelist Subscriber Cards

During the Occupation of WWII, philatelists had to be registered with Philatelic Societies to purchase
stamps. With inflation skyrocketing, they hoped that by buying large quantities of stamps,
they would safeguard their money. This practice spread beyond philatelic circles,
resulting in many people rushing to join various societies.
The quantities of Occupation-era stamps purchased remain unsold,
hold little interest for collectors, and have negligible value.

Membership Certificate for the Hellenic Philatelic Society (E®DE)

21



Personal Documents of PTT Employees

PTT Staff Identity Cards

Staff were issued identity cards to access various PTT buildings.
During the Occupation, bilingual Identity Cards were specifically introduced.

{ it e W o W 2

3GHiEEFiS'E'HE F. l"T m&us‘r ‘ 'E-r.‘ﬁrkmm TIT YOHPESIA =~ weress Gen 220

| e

# 7\ 0 Eivowbuevos K Sm.ﬁ%%mmgmé ......
£ ;j L e ..‘,:6

£ il Kciﬂ ﬁu&:; E:'rmpemtrq T: T‘

'rssarer RIT, Qﬁ#eﬂt

Er it beourtragt fr Bou und Instandseizurg s

! fre:!equagen, Kabeln sowie zu Instandsetzung  der

.. Amfsaniager, tl b
Tk - 50 = wo TAEPLOVIREY KEVTDWY,
- Der Eintritk in  der  Fermspreclt u, Tetegrafémber st

.............

'Ew Qtdddinviﬁn 1;3- i J\M\l&ﬂ‘l?{b

!”

7 ‘%}Tﬁxwll@ Mtvavmﬂz

Thessaloniki 15.03.1943

22



Personal Documents of PTT Employees

7

3MRWW1/

PTT employee March Sheet
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Marching Order of a Telegraph Guard,
from KANAANOZ 16.AEK.28 (Kandanos) to POAOBANI 16.AEK.928 (Rodovani), Crete 23



Personal Documents of PTT Employees

Marching Order of a Telegraph Guard, from THA.TP. KAPYTAINHS 14.AYT.27 (Karyraena), to
KATZIMIMAAI 14.AYT.927 (Katsimbali) & ZOYNATION 14.AYT.27 (Zounation), Peloponnese.




Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

When a sender deposited a registered letter, the Post Office issued them a receipt.
The earliest receipts included the recipient's full name or the destination.
Later on, the postage fee was also added to the receipt, with a breakdown provided where necessary.

Ik by } ]
i o AT S £ i

NAYTAION 12.10.1837 (Nafplion)

Newpatdg 21.01.1847 (Piraeus)

ANE=ANAPEIA 12.2EMNTA881
(Alexandria of Egypt)
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Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

..

It's impressive how high the compensation
amount was in case of loss: 22.25 drachmas or 25
drachmas for domestic items and 50 drachmas
(gold) for items sent to UPU countries.

This is proportionally far greater than modern
compensation amounts...

APTA 1.10YN1891 (Arta)




Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

KYOHPA 2.AYT.903 (Kythira)

TAX. TOMEYZ 920 20.2EIM.21
(Greek Army Post Office in Constantinople)

Metaxas slogans (Dictatorship of 4th
August 1936)on obverse

17.AYT.40 & 27.1X.40
They were also used post-war..




Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

J.'Ir"J.fEﬁ

With additional marking
AEPOMOPIKQZ / PAR AVION

~ With additional R, exaggeratedly

‘With additional KATEMEIFON (Express) With additional EMEIFTON (Express)

28



Registered Mail Deposit Receipts

Use in Military Post Office
902 B.2.T. 2YZTHMENA 15.I0YA.49

Red commemorative stamp
of the Wedding of King Paul (9-1-1938)

During the Civil War the use
of British receipts and registered labels

i |
for registered letters was observed! Special Form for Registered Mail with Declared Value

29




Return Receipts (return to issuing P.O.)

Correspondence from abroad

The Hellenic Post provided special official envelopes
to return the Foreign Postal Return Receipts to recipients residing in Greece.

Official envelope containing Return Receipts (No. 923/931)
that were returned from KEPKYPA 26.AMP.99 (Corfu)
to PARIS-ETRANGER 3 CHARGEMENTS 13.MAI.99

30



Return Receipts (international mail)

Form 42
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XAAKIZ 24.5EM.20 (Chalkis, Euboea)
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Return Receipts (international mail)

Form 42
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AOHNAI (XYSTHMENA) 16.AYT.25 (Athens) to PERA 5.22.8.25 (Constantinople)
Recipient: The Hellenic Delegation of the
EANHNOTOYPKINON AIAITHTIKON AIKAXTHPION
(GRECO-TURKISH ARBITRATION COURT)
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Return Receipts (international mail)

Form 42
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Return Receipts (international mail)
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Return Receipts (international mail)

Form UPU C5

The sender requests return of the receipt By Airmail!!

35



Return Receipts (domestic mail)

Used on International Mail ()

Form 1001
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From Athens 10/22.08.1857, to Saint Petersburg 22.A0(it.1857
(both Greece and Russia used the Julian Calendar)
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Return Receipts (domestic mail)

Used on International Mail ()
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Return Receipts (domestic mail)

in town mail

Form 59
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Although the local correspondence fee was 10 lepta,
20 lepta was required for the Return Receipt. There was no relevant provision!
AOHNAI 4 29.10YA1908 (Athens) to AOHNAI 30.10YA.19-- (Athens).
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Return Receipts (domestic mail)

Correspondence to foreign troops in Greece (WWI)

Form 59
PENIZH  AIEYAYYIID e
TaH TAXYOPOMEIQY Kol THASTEASON i 2

ATMOAEIZIZ NMAPAAABHZ

EL=1H] D"-'T1K£lIJE.r$U 1 TUXM‘B.UGJJ]KGU EE

Ted :-'l foI}rLup-ﬂler-‘ emiTayfic

SR
sagahelhy T i’ apl, A?j/

ir ﬂ'.']'lﬂ"

5 S = o 190

el

| T

T
iasinty
=g EAR

Ts
BT AL
ol Tk

B
JreR g

H

O pIsL U e Aerlaimad 01 ‘eroas s veLAtisTie

LRI

AOHNAI (XYSTHMENA) 8.10YA16 (Athens), to BOJHA MOLUTA BP. 999 13.7.16
(Serbian Military Post in Thessaloniki)
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Return Receipts (domestic mail)
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EMIZTAZIA TOY TAXYAPOMEIOY MEIPAIQE (SUPERVISION OF THE POST OFFICE OF PIRAEUS),
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Notification of Delivery (domestic mail)

Receipt Confirmation after Deposit

If the sender, after depositing a registered letter, wanted to know if the recipient had received it,
they would fill out a special form at a cost of 10 lepta (paid with stamps).

Form 35

KEPKYPA 16.®EB.18- (Corfu), to MA=OI 17.®EBP.87 (Paxo),
returned to the sender who requested it, KEPKYPA 22.
®EB.87 (Corfu)




Request for the fate of a Registered Item

Request regarding the fate of a Registered Item, domestic mail

If the sender was uncertain whether a registered item, parcel, money order, or telegram had been deliv-
ered to the recipient, they could submit a Request (Form 53).
This request was initially sent to the destination post office, and if the item had not been received, it
would then pass through each possible intermediary post office (where it had been recorded) to gather
relevant transit information. At each office, it was stamped with the appropriate postal date mark.
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Request for the fate of a Registered Item

Form 53
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Request for the fate of a Registered Item (international mail)

Request regarding the fate of a Registered Item (Réclamation)
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newer printing (8 drachmas)
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OEXIANONIKH 13.2EN.25 (Thessaloniki),
to GALATA 19.9.25 (Constantinople)
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Request for the fate of a Registered Item (international mail, used for inland mail)
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"Use of form 53bis to trace a letter addressed to Army Post
office 908, AOHNAI 19.X1.48 (Athens), via AAMIA 24.X1.48
(Lamia). The letter was eventually found, and the recipient

was notified (it was delivered along with the Return
Receipt).
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I "Domestic Compensation Claim

Compensation Claim for loss of a registered item,
or loss or damage of a parcel, or refund of postal fees

To be compensated, the sender had to complete the relevant Claim Form (Form 54) at the Post Office,
which would then complete the form and send it to the Ministry of Transport. The applicant paid a differ-
ent fee, depending on the case, using a stamp.

Form 54




Registered Mail Arrival Notice

In case of the recipient's absence

The registered mail carrier was required to visit the recipient’s address twice.
If the recipient was not found, the Post Office would mail a notice (Form 22)
instructing them to collect it from the local post office.

Form 22

KYOHPA 20.AEKEM.06 (Kythira), for collection of registered mail from America.




Registered Mail Arrival Notice

Form 22

KOPIN@OZ 3.I0YA18 (Corinth). The recipient was searched for in the army at
STPAT. TAXYAPOMEIA 929 7.AYT18 (A.P.0. 929), but was located in MEIPAIEYZ 12.
AYT18 (Piraeus), via AOHNAI KENTPIKON STPAT. 11.AYT18 (Athens Central Army P.O.).
Examined by the Censorchip of Piraeus, with 16 M.A. and reader 166.




Registered Mail Arrival Notice

AOHNAI POSTE RESTANTE 10.MA[.22 (Athens), The recipient was notified at their
actual address about the registered item that arrived at the Poste Restante!!! Form 22




Registered Mail Arrival Notice

Form 22

Form 22

Notices for 'dutiable foreign letters'




Official Envelopes

Envelopes for various uses
For sending official forms and correspondence abroad or domestically

Form 49bis Form 89

Form 49bis

LONDON EC Form 146

REGISTERED

31.MR.23 AOHNAI AMOXTOAH

24.ANP.30 (Athens)




Official Envelopes

Registered Mail Secure office

When a posted item was damaged, the Post Office secured it with tape to prevent it from remaining open. If the damaged item was registered, it was sent in a
special envelope (Forms 35, 36, 36A). The recipient had to open the envelope and inform the postal employee if the contents were intact.

Form 35
YIOA. TAX. AOHNQN

Sub-directorate
of the Athens Post Office

AOHNAI - ATHENES 3.AVR.26
(POstmark of the Exchange P.O. of Athens)




Correspondence charged with postage due fees
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Dispatch Sheet for Unpaid or Insufficiently Prepaid Mail

The post office that identified the irregularity sent the relevant
items to the Distribution Office accompanied by a special form.

Form 39
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Postal Fee Payment Receipts

Payment Receipts for Various Fees

Regular clients paid the fees (postal or steamship) monthly or periodically, while others requested receipts for each shipment.
Mailmen were compensated for delivering correspondence to recipients.
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Postal Fee Payment Receipts

Reply Mail Payment Receipt
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Parcel Post Service

International Parcel Dispatch Forms

Before the issuance of stationery Dispatch Forms (with printed stamps),
simple forms were used, onto which the necessary stamps were affixed. The last is-
sue of these forms, on yellow cardboard, is identical to the first single-sheet edition

(mid-1901)

AOHNAI TAX. AEMATA 18.0KT.900 (Athens) & A@HNAI 8 18.0KT.1900
Dispatch Form of a Parvel with two small bottles of medicine.

AOHNAI TAX. AEMATA 18.I10YA.94 (Athens)
Dispatch Form for a Parcel with a sample of wine.
At the bottom left, there is a sample of the sealing wax used on the parcel!




Parcel Post Service

This unused form provides us with information that there was a third element, the "Stub",
which remained at the sending office (therefore unlikely to be found used), as well as the form number in the National Printing Officeo: 260.




Parcel Post Service

Domestic Parcel Dispatch Forms

As with international dispatch forms, before the issuance of Stationery Dispatch Forms

(with printed stamps), simple forms were used to which the necessary stamps were af-

fixed. The final issue of these forms, printed on yellow cardboard, is identical to the first

stationery version (circa mid-1901). Form 101

AOHNAI 18.0KT.91
(Athens) Domestic
Parcel Dispatch form
sent to KYMAPIZZIA 21.
OKT.91 (Kyparissia)

AOHNAI 8 7.AEKEM.1900
(Athens) Domestic
Parcel Dispatch form
used for a parcel with

caviar to Trieste. 69




Parcel Post Service

Customs Duty and Declaration Forms

Form 122

KEPKYPA 27.5EMT.18[94] (Corfu)

Form 144

MEIPAIEYX 29.AlP18--
(Piraeus)




Parcel Post Service

Notice of Undelivered Parcel
The Post Office asks the sender how to handle the undelivered parcel
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Postal Money Order Service

Domestic Postal Money Order Issuance Receipts
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Special Receipt (form) of the Cretan Post 72



Postal Money Order Service

International Postal Money Order Issuance Receipts

Form 2

Form 74

Special Receipt (form)
of the Cretan Post

Special envelope for sending
money order issuance
notifications.

Form for domestic money
orders, used for the
international ones...




Postal Money Order Service

Military Postal Money Orders

£3 |
o Form S, eig LA LD £ A Al
ﬂﬁﬁhaiﬁé TANL, | FOReELIA Abis - L it . Rl e G it

’.fimfﬂ e i‘er

TAX. TOM. 925 9.NOEM.22 (APO 925) to KAAAMAI 25.NOEM.22 (Kalamata) via ZTPAT TAX AOHNQN
(EMITATAI) 22.NOEM.22 (Athens, Central Military P.O.). All stamps with inverted overprints! 74



Postal Money Order Service

Domestic Postal Money Orders (Occupation period)

NAOYZA MAKEAONIAS EMNITATAI 22.1X.42 (Naoussa)
The stamps were scissored before being affixed.




Telephone Service

Telephone Call Invitations
and Fee Payment Receipts

Form 1©'
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[ Postal Savings Bank ]

Deposit, Check Receipt,
and Purchase of a Coin Bank (Piggy Bank)

The Postal Savings Bank
first operated in Crete in 1903.
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Form KO
Purchase of a Coin Bank

Form Ml

Notification from the

Directorate of the

Postal Savings Bank

regarding the receipt

of a check from the

®OYPNA (Fourna)

Post Office 77



Telegraph Service

Private telegram
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From 1927, and for a limited period,
private telegrams were charged an additional 20 lepta, payable with stamps. 78



Telegraph Service

Copies of telegrams (for the sender's records):
applicants paid with stamps and revenue stamps.
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Telegraph Service
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