BALKAN WARS 1912-13

- the impact on Helladic territories -

An attempt to document the postal history of the Balkan Wars period, with specific postal and historical examples, as well as
the periods that preceded and followed. Excerpts from the texts of senders, ranging from simple soldiers to royal staff officers,
are included to highlight the movements and morale of the Greek forces. Some passages may seem extreme, but these people
were at war... | would be very happy if | had the opportunity to collect and exhibit similar letters from all those involved, both
victors and defeated. May there be no more wars, and may the majority desire peace and friendship among nations.

The Italo-Turkish conflict of 1911-12, which also resulted in the occupation of the Dodecanese, favored the rise of nationalism
among the Balkan peoples. Realizing how easily the once-powerful Ottoman Empire was defeated, they declared the First Balkan
War even before the Italo-Turkish conflict had ended. The Young Turks lost power after a coup, the Russians encouraged the Slavic-
speaking populations, and Serbia signed an alliance with Bulgaria, which Montenegro later joined. Venizelos signed an alliance
with Bulgaria, agreeing that each country would retain the territories it captured.

The defeat of Greece in the Greco-Turkish War of 1897 had led other Balkan nations to believe that the Greek Army was not a
significant factor. The Bulgarians believed that the Greek Army would either get stuck at the border or achieve a few local successes,
but would not be able to claim territories that Bulgaria had set its sights on. However, they accepted the alliance with Greece
because they believed in the strength of the Greek Navy, which had the ability to prevent reinforcements from being transported
from the ports of Asia Minor to European Turkey—something it indeed accomplished.

Venizelos opposed voices that viewed Bulgaria as a more dangerous adversary due to the recent Macedonian Struggle, and
that were considering an alliance with Turkey. Since the late 19th century, Greek political life had been dominated by the idea of a
"Slavic threat," but Venizelos' view ultimately prevailed, and he also worked to ensure that the country was battle-ready. In addition
to reorganizing the army, a naval modernization program was implemented, culminating in the purchase of the battleship "Averof."

The First Balkan War began on October 8, 1912 (mobilization in Greece took place on September 17), with immediate and
extraordinary successes for the Christian allies. The Greeks attacked from the sea (liberating the islands) and on two fronts
(Thessaly-Macedonia and Epirus) by land.

After the end of the First Balkan War and the signing of the Treaty of London (May 17), unresolved issues among the allies
regarding the distribution of the conquered territories emerged. Bulgaria, feeling it had been wronged, declared war on its former
allies on June 16. This war was relatively short (ending on July 18), and the Treaty of Bucharest was signed on July 28. page 68, 77
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Italian - Turkish War 1911-12

With the occupation of the Dodecanese (1911), the Italians established military and civil post offices.

Rhodes 29.06.1912

Military postal free service, the sender was serving at SERVIZIO RADIO-TELEGRAFICO MILITARE,
via POSTA MILITARE 6a DIVISIONE 29.GIU.12 (n.s.).

Rhodes 03.09.1912

Military postal free service, the sender was serving at R. POSTE 6a DIVISIONE SPECIALE,
via POSTA MILITARE 6a DIVISIONE 3.SET.12 (n.s.).



Italian - Turkish War 1911-12

Turkish Prisoners of War at Caserta (Italy)

Rhodes 27.06.1912

Free of charge envelope addressed to a Turkish Prisoner of War, from POSTE ITALIANE RODI (Egeo)
27.GIUA912 (n.s.) sent to CASERTA 2.7.12. Handwritten notice Prisonnier de guerre.



Italian - Turkish War 1911-12

Turkish Prisoners of War at Lucca, Toscana (Italy)

Rhodes 28.08.1912

Envelope franked with 25c Italian
stamp, addressed to a Turkish
Prisoner of War, from POSTE
ITALIANE RODI (EGEO) 228.8.12 (n.s.)
sent to Lucca (Toscana). Handwritten
notice Prisonnier de guerre.

Cos 06.11.1912

Envelope franked with 15c Italian stamp,
addressed to a Turkish Prisoner of

War, from POSTA ITALIANE KOS (Egeo)
6.NOV.1912 (n.s.) sent to Lucca (Toscana).
No note that this was POW mail.




The Samians revolted in September 1912, and the Post Office of the Provisional Government issued the
first postage stamps on November 15. New postmarks were also introduced in Samos at that time.

Vathy Samos 19.11.1912

Envelope franked with 10A (inland rate valid also for mail to Greece), tied with BAOY-VATHY 19.NOEM.1912.



The lkarians revolted in July 1912 and declared the Free State of Ikaria.
In October, postage stamps were issued, and a special postmark was used.

Agios Kirykos
21.10.1912

Envelope franked with 10A
(inland rate valid also for mail
to Greece), tied with EAEYOEPA
MONITEIA IKAPIAZ, KENTPIKON
TAXYAPOMEION 21.10.1912 (Free
State of Ikaria, Main Post)
addressed to Syros.

Agios Kirykos

Fragment of nvelope franked
with 25A (rate to abroad), tied
with EAEYOEPA MOAITEIA IKA-
PIAZ, KENTPIKON TAXYAPOMEI-
ON (Free State of Ikaria, Main
Post), sent to Alexandria, Egypt
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1st Balkan War: the Navy

The Hellenic National Fleet

The Theotokis government promoted the improvement of the Greek fleet. Ten years ear-
lier, the Greek fleet consisted of outdated vessels, with the exception of the battleships
acquired in 1890 and the torpedo boats purchased by the Trikoupis government. Thus, in
1900, the National Fleet Fund was established and strengthened with 2,500,000 francs be-
queathed by Georgios Averoff.

Disposition of the Greek Fleet (1912):

Fleet in Aegean Sea:

Battle Ships: 4 (Averof, Spetsae, Psara, Hydra)

Destroyers: 10 (Velos, Sphendoni, Lonchi, Niki, Nafkratousa, Doxa, Nea Genea, Aspis, Thyel-
la, Keravnos)

Scouts/Destroyers: 4 (Leon, Panther, Aetos, Hierax)
Torpedo Boats: 5 (11, 12, 14, 15, 16)

Submarines: 1 (Delphin)

Seaplanes: 1 (Naftilos)

Troop Transports: 1 (Sphaktiria)

Mine Layers: 1 (Aris)

Supply Ships: 1 (Kanaris)

Fleet in Amvrakikos (lonian Sea):

Steam Barges: 2 (Aktion, Amvrakia)
Steam Triremes: 4 (Alphios, Acheloos, Pinios, Evrotas)
Gunboats: 3 (A, B, A)

Squadron of Cruisers (Requisitioned Armed):
Merchant Ships: 5 (Esperia, Mykali, Macedonia, Athinae, Arcadia)
Auxiliary Ships: 3 (Aegialia, Monemvasia, Nafplia)



1st Balkan War: the Navy

On the night of October 18, 1912, the Greek torpedo boat "T-11",
under the command of Lieutenant Commander Nikolaos Votsis, entered the harbor of
Thessaloniki and successfully sank the Ottoman battleship "Fetih-i Bulend"
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A manual or booklet of the Hellenic Navy containing identification marks and information on the Ottoman Fleet
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Postal Cards of the Royal Navy

2TOAOZ TOY AITAIOY
& AIANOMH

STOAOX AITAIOY

OQOPHKTON TI.
ABEPQ®

>TOAOX AITAIOY

ANTITOPMIAAI-
KON GYEANA

STOAOX AITAIOY

OQOPHKTON .
ABEPQO®

27.011913

06.12.1912

Moudros
22121912

One method of communication used by sailors was the use of special postal cards from the Royal Navy..
Six different issues are recorded: STONOZX AITAIOY (Fleet of Aegean), STOAOS AMBPAKIKOY (Fleet of Amvrakikos) and without indication of Fleet
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The handstamp AIANOMH

Mail from warships usually bore the ship's seal and/or the straight-line AIANOMH (Distribution) mark.

The AIANOMH handstamp was used at the Central Naval Post Office. For international mail, the sender would affix
stamps with the required postage fee, and the cancellation was done either by the Central Naval Post Office or by
the ship itself (next page).

' Psara,
(10-15).10.1912

Letter card 10A (inland rate), with AIANOMH, and XAAKIZ 18.0KT12 (Chalkis).
The sender was located at the island of Psara, aboard the battleship Wapa (Psara).

Postal card BN 3t6Aog Atyaiou, with additional 10A overprinted AHMNOZ [Lemnos] (rate for postcard to abroad),
tied with linear AIANOMH, addressed to Germany.

The sender was aboard the battleship Smétoai (Spetses).
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The handstamp AIANOMH
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Picture postcard of Thessaloniki, with AIANOMH, sent to Athens.

Postal card BN 2toAog Atyaiou, sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 18.NOE.12.
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Battleship "G. Averof"

In November 1908, the order for the Pisa-class armored cruiser, which was named, lewpylog ABEPQ® (George Ave-

rof), was placed, and the ship arrived in 1911.

The ship served as the flagship of the fleet during the First Balkan War under Vice Admiral Pavlos Kountouriotis.
The ship's captain was Commander Sofoklis Dousmanis. It participated in operations to liberate the islands of the
Eastern Aegean and played a decisive role in the naval battles of Elli (December 3, 1912) and Lemnos (January 5, 1913).
Kountouriotis' tactics secured victory and undisputed control of the Aegean for Greece, turning both the ship and
the admiral into living legends.

For the Greeks, it was affectionately known as Tuxepog unapuna-nwpyog (fortunate Uncle George), while for the
Turks, it was feared as seytan vapur (the "devil's ship").

YISYPrEIoN NAYTIRON

FPADEION ARAHAOFPA®IAX

NAVY MINISTRY
Mail Office

Envelope franked with 25A (rate to abroad)
with overprinted stamps AHMNOZ (Lemnos),
tied with ©QPHKTON T. ABEPQ® and
- YNOYPTEION NAYTIKQN /TPA®EION AAAH-
.~ NOTPA®IAS, arrival AGA 4.113 (n.s.)
~ Via ALEXANDRIA 2.1.13 & MANSURA 3.1.13.

Postal card BN 2toAog Ayaiou, marked with @QPHKTON I. ABEPQ® and linear AIANOMH, sent to Athens.




"Athinai" - "Aris" - "Esperia"

S s S8 Cruiser ESMEPIA [Western
a “= " Europe]
T Requisitioned Merchant Ship

““% Chios 27.11.1912

¥,

UNION POSTALE UMIVERSELA

%i. 19T CARTE POSTALIQ!:

Picture postcard with
& | EYAPOMON EZMEPIA & XIOX
= and arrival BRAILA 18.DEC1912 (n.s.).
The Romanian postage dues were removed
| by a collector so that the ship's postmark

Wﬂf/{’) could be read clearly.
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Mine Layer APHS [God Aris] 5
Thessaloniki, end of 12.1912 i

Picture postcard with

NAPKOBOAON APHx

sent to an Engineer Petty Officer aboard
on battleship Psara.
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[Athens] 'i e gl
Requisitioned Merchant l o ., 5

I - - ~
Ship _ b, 'E;_%ﬁ_%f.ev

Thessaloniki 25.1.1913
Picture postcard with EYAPOMON "A©@HNAI" franked with 5A tied with ©EZZANONIKH 25.1AN.1913

sent to Ixelles (BéAyio). 13



"Velos" - "Thyella"

Destroyer BENOZ [Arrow]

Postal card BN 3toAog Atyaiou, with ANTITOPIMIAAIKON "BEAOS", addressed to Athens

Destroyer OYEAANA [Storm], 3.11.1912

Postal card BN 3t6Aog Atyaiou, with ANTITOPMIAAIKON "OYEANA" & AIANOMH, posted to Piraeus.




"Keravnos" - "Leon" - "Macedonia"

Destroyer KEPAYNOZX
[Thunderbolt]

&f“?’/j /m; ﬁ.%ﬁwgﬂb ﬂjﬂ
105 Yieloviie 7%7: f05~

1 Free of charge envelope with ANTITOP-
M/‘%r7.{ A;g MIAAIKON KEPAYNOZ B.N., addressed to
e i g,

Westminster, England.

The recipient (The Army and Navy Co-
g&f%ﬁ; 7 9 s+ gl operative Society) likely enjoyed some

i exemption regarding incoming mail due to
L)

the nature of their business.

Scout / Destroyer
AEQN [Lion]

Fragment with 5x5A (TéAog e€wtepikov), canceled with ANIXNEYTIKON AEQN &
YMNOYPIEION NAYTIKQN /TPADEION AAMHAOTPA®IAE, posted to Italy.

Cruiser MAKEAONIA

[Macedonia]
Requisitioned Merchant Ship

Envelope with
KATAAPOMIKON MAKEAONIA.,
posted to Levidion, Arcadia
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Destroyer "Nea Genea"

Destroyer NEA FTENEA [New Generation], Tenedos Bay 11.12.1912
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Picture postcard with ANTITOPMIANIKON NEA FENEA B.N. &

YMOYPTEION NAYTIKQN /ITPA®EION AAMMAHAOTPA®IAS, addressed to Salamina

Destroyer NEA FENEA [New Generation], Lemnos 18.3.1913
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Postal Card BN, with ANTITOPIMIAAIKON NEA FENEA B.N., posted from Lemnos to Volos.

At this moment, we have arrived from Piraeus, accompanying the remains of the King, escorted by foreign battleships as
follows: Amphitrite [remains], the British Yarmouth, the Italian San Giorgio, the Russian Ouralictz, the German Goben, the
French Bruix, the Austrian Maria Theresa, as well as the Panther, N. Genia, and Sphendoni. The sight was most magnificent.
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"Spetsae" - "Niki"

Destroyer NIKH [Victory], 5121912

Postal card BN Zt6Aog Atyaiou, with ANTITOPIMIAAIKON "NIKH" & AIANOMH, addressed to Athens.

The day before yesterday, the Greek fleet defeated the Turkish fleet,
causing them to flee and inflicting significant damage...

Battleship XMETZAI, [20].3.1913

Postal card BN 2toAog Atyaiou, with ©QPHKTON ZMETZAI, posted to AOHNAI 25.MAP1913 (Athens).




Battleship "Hydra"

Battleship YAPA, 20.5.1913

Postal card BN, franked with 10A tied with MOYAPON AHMNOY 21.MAIOz.13 (Moudros)
and OQPHKTON YAPA, addressed to Athens.

Battleship YAPA, February 1913

Envelope franked with 2x5A, posted from NATPAI (AOXTOAH) 11.0EB.13 addressed to a naval Ensign
aboard to Battleship Hydra, via AOHNAI KENTPIKON 12.0EB.13 (Athens).




Battleship "Psara"

Picture postcard showing O@wpnktov Wapd (Battleship Psara), editor Itew. Stoupvapag, Nr. 117

Battleship WAPA, 7.12.1912

Postal card BN 2toAog Atyaiou, with @QPHKTON WAPA &
YNOYPTEION NAYTIKQON /TPA®EION AAMHAOTPA®IAS, addressed to Athens.




Battleship "Psara"

Battleship WAPA, 30.[12]1912

Postal card BN ZtoAog Atyaiou, with ©QPHKTON WAPA &
AIANOMH, addressed to Athens.

Battleship WAPA, 16.4.1913

o8

100%  Picture postcard written aboard on Battleship Psara, franked with 5A Campaign tied with MOY-
APON AHMNOY 16.AMPA3 (1st day of circulation at Lesvos and Lemnos), sent to Piraeus.
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'Fleet of Aegean Sea'

STOAOS TOY AITAIOY [Fleet of Aegean Sea], 25.4.1913

Postal card BN, with STOAOX TOY AITAIOY, addressed to Athens.

2TONOZ TOY
AITAIOY [Fleet of
Aegean Sea]

2.51913

Registered cover

(stamp removed), with
STONOX TOY AITAIOY

on wax seal, posted

to TPIMOAIZ 28.MAIA3
(Tripolis) via MEIPAI-

EYZ (ADIZIZ) 25.MAI13
(Piraeus).




Amphibious operations: Thasos & Imbros

Thassos (occupation on October 18)
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Picture postcard, with ©AZ0% 5.I0YA13
and EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ OAZ0Y (Hellenic Administration of Thassos), sent to Piraeus.

Sender was aboard on Battleship Psara

3 ..\,/é?'_g@,gcn#_m .

Imvros (occupation on October 18)

» Imvros
(Gokceada),
21.313

S Wi A g ybt
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Printed envelope ©QPHKTON "T. ABEPQGJ franked with 5A +2x102\ (EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ)
tied with IMBPOX 21.MAPT.13
sent tp ALEXANDRIA B. 16.1V.13 (n.s.) via MEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIT) 27.MAP13 (Piraeus).
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Amphibious operations: Tenedos

Tenedos (occupation on October 18)

3 Tévedog
' (Bozcaada),
16.3.13

©QPHKTON ABEPQO -

p BUATEA TS

S gl

Printed envelope ©QPHKTON "I. ABEPQ®"
with 25A (EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIY) tied with TENEAOX 16.MAPTA3
sont tp ALEXANDRIA B. 11.1V.13 (n.s.) via MEIPAIEYZ (A®IZIZ) 24.MAP13 (Piraeus).
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Amphibious operations: Lesvos

Mytilini (occupation on November 8)

T ; ; _ | Mytilini,
g ; 17111912
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Editewr: Ep. Tehivoglen, Miteiin. e ;
Picture postcard, bearing the Ottoman MIDILLI 2 171112 with the Turkish name removed,
addressed to Rethymnon, redirected to Vyzari, Crete.
The sender is E. Saounatzos, a member of the family of the honorary consul of Russia.
Petsofas (surrender on December 8)
While the Greeks disembarked in Mytilene on November 8 and liberated the city, the
western part of the island was freed after the Battle of Klapados and the signing of the
protocol of surrender by the Turks on December 8.
L AEr Petsofas,
s ; 7121912
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Ottoman postal card 20pa verprinted EAAnvikr Katoxfi MutiAfvng (Helelnic Occupation of
Mytilini), canceled with MITYAHNH 8.AEKE.12 addressed to Athens.

Pétsofa, 7 Decembre 1912,... je vous écris pendant que nos canons tirenet sur les Turcs. Nous
espérons en finir dans qlq jours...
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Chios (occupation on November 11)

During the initial period of the occupation of Chios, the Russian post office on the island
handled only military correspondence, stamping it with the negative seal:
Chio Poste Russe Gratuit
(Chios, Russian Post, Free of Charge)

T Chios,
17111912

R _ mcfz
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Picture postcard forwarded free of charge by the Russian Post Office of Chio, with P.0.M.u T. XIOCb
17.X1.1912 and Chio Poste Russe Gratuit, sent to Liopesi (Paeania), Attica.

Chios,
17121912

100%

Envelope, forwarded free of charge by the Russian Post Office of Chio, with P.O.M.u T. XIOCb 9.X11.1912
and Chio Poste Russe Gratui, sent to the village Vothoma, Santorini.

25



Chios, 30.111912
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Letter card (XTPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPESIA ATEAHS), uprated with 15A (EAAHNIKH AIOIKH-
313), tied with XI0Z 3.AEKEA2 (Chios), sent to ALEXANDRIA 27.DEA2 (n.s.).
...Mpo 2 nuepwv éxopev anpadiav TeAciav, ot TOUPKO! MPOTILHOUV VO HEVOUV KPUUEVOL Kol
KaTavta BapeTov...
(...Two days ago, we have been completely inactive; the Turks prefer to remain hidden,
and it is becoming boring...)
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Chios, 19.2.1913
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Picture postcard, with XIOZ 13.®EBP.13 sent to Athens
Handwritten indication of the sender: Zrpatiwtikov (military) and address
Euyeviig SakeAAdpng, Mefovautng, mpwtog Adxos &ig Xiov (Eugene Sakellaris, Marine, First
Company, stationed in Chios)
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Samos (occupation on March 2)

After the period of the Revolutionary (Provisional) Government, it was captured by the
Greek Army following the suspension of peace negotiations in London.

Samos, 6.3.1913

5A Samian postal card stationery,
canceled with BAOY-VATHY 6.MAP.1913
sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 11.MAP13.

Sender's handwritten indication StpoTiw-
TIKOV Atoonaopa (Military Detachment)

Samos,
15.3.1913

Envelope with two Samian stamps of 10A (bold EAAAS),
tied with BAOY-VATHY 15.MAP1913 sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 20.MAP13 (Athens).

Sender's handwritten indication ZtpatiwTikov Amoomacua Sapouv (Military Detachment of Samos)
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1st Balkan War: the Army

Mobilization 17.09.1912

Corinth,
17.09.1912

Letter card with text

...HOVOV Qv orjugpov k606N
Siaraypa d1a Tou onoiou va
KoAwpeba umo Ta OmAa...,
[...only if a decree is issued
today calling us to arms...]

posted to Athens.

March to Thessaly

e Velestino,
A e B s e b ey : .. e, oS 02101912
Letter card from THA.IP. BEAEZTINOY 2.0KT:12 (Velestinon) with text

... UETA MEVTAWPOV aXeE0V mopeiav spOaoapev Katakomol £1¢ BeAgaTivov... Tivég éveka
KOMWOEwW( Epeivav Ka@' o60ov... [...after almost a five-hour march, we arrived exhausted
in Velestino... Some, due to fatigue, were left behind along the way...],

posted to Athens.




Concentration of the Army in Thessaly

Chalkis, on board to Volos

Chalkis,
1 1101912
Lettercard from XAAKIZ 2.0KTA2 (Chalkis)
...EV Tw Mipévi Tng XaAkidog (emi Tou AtponAoiou)... MeTa Tivag wpag Oa améABwpEeY
€1 BOAoG, omoBsv peTa 12 opwyv mepinmatov Oa pBacwpev £ig Adpioav... [In the port of
Chalkida (on the steamship)... After a few hours, we will depart for Volos, from where,
after a 12-hour walk, we will arrive in Larissa...],
posted to Athens.
Port of Volos
Port of Volos,
1101912

Lettercard from BOAOZ (AMOXTOAH) 3.0KT.23 (23 for 12, Volos)

..£pBAaocape mepi TNV 6NV €0TIEPIVIIV WPAV. Ayvow av aUpIoV 1) AOWE aVaXwPHOWHEV...
[...we arrived around 6 p.m. I do not know if we will depart tomorrow or tonight...],
posted to Athens.
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Hadji-Halar

. Larissa
. 2101912

Lettercard from NAPIZZA 3.0KTA2 (Larissa)

...ZNpepov eykateaTadnuev evravla, evvosital modapndov splaoapsy anexwv ek
Aapiong 1 wpav Kat K Twv GUVOPWY U0 WPAS AVAUEVOVTES aTTO OTIYHNVY £IG OTIYURY Va
avayn To Toupékt... [...Today we settled here, having, of course, arrived on foot. We are
one hour away from Larissa and two hours from the border, waiting at any moment for

the gunfire to begin...],
posted to MATPAI (A®IZIZ) 6.0KT13 (13 for 12, Patras).

Baislar

Baislar
[Terpsitheal,
3.10.1912

Lettercard from NAPIZZA 2.0KTA2 (Larissa)

...MrtaioAdp, Xwpiov OXETIKWE KAAOV... aEXOV 2 wPOS TEPITTOU £k Aapioong, e KaToi-
KOUG QPIAOEEVOUG EIG TO EMAKPOV.... ...[IN) OO EUTTOSIGE! TOU VA LIOU YPAWNTE, Kad' OTI
OTEAAOUEV TAXUSPOOV Kal HOG PEPVEL TAG EMATOAAS... [...a relatively decent village...

about 2 hours from Larissa, with extremely inhospitable residents.... ... don't let that
stop you from writing to me, as we send a courier who brings us the letters...],
posted to AOHNAI (A®IZIZ) 5.0KT12 (Athens).

Concentration of the Army in Thessaly

Hadji-Halar,
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Concentration of the Army in Thessaly

Larissa, 7.10.1912

Lettercard from Adpioa

...0T1 0 NUETEPOG OTPATOC cUpiOKETAL £1¢ EADO-
owva ano x0sg, ot oxed0v e10f)ABov avevoyAn-
TO!l, HOVoV £X0£¢ nkolovTo Taxy mup MUPOoBOAWY
ano tag 9.m.y. pEXPL Ti¢ 1 Kat Enauvaoey. Meiopa-
TWNG payn Oa yivn sig SépPia omou supiokeTal
nepi Tag 25 XIAadeg aTpatou ToupKkikoU Kalt
£xouv oxupwoEeil... [...that o ur army has been

in Elassona since yesterday, having almost
entered without resistance. Only yesterday, the
rapid fire of artillery was heard from 9 a.m.
until 1 p.m., and then it ceased. A fierce battle is
expected to take place in Servia, where around
25,000 Turkish troops are stationed and have
fortified their positions...], posted to MATPAI
(A®IZIZ) 10.0KT12 (Patras).

Larissa

Larissa, 1101912

Lettercard frenked with 25A, from AAPIZZA

- 2.0KT.12

...Eupiokopat pe To Mevikov EmiteAsiop Tou Aa-

. 86x0uv and mpoxOég To Ppadu evravOa, ABepw-

106 lrewpyikn 3xoAn... [...I have been here with
the General Staff of the Crown Prince since the
night before last, at the Averoff Agricultural
School....],

posted to DAVOS-PLATZ 2 FILIALE 22.X.12.




Concentration of the Army in Thessaly

Maimoulion

Maimoulion,
4101912

Postal card 5A canceled with MAIMOYAION

...EK£ivo To omoiov mepIoooTEPOV KATABAAAEI TOUS AvEpag ival TO WUXOS THE VUKTOG,
£veka Tou omoiou eV KOIHWHEDN WOTE va EXWHEV SUVAEIS TRV emopévnv... [...What wears the men
down the most is the cold of the night, because of which we do not sleep well enough to have
strength for the next day...], posted to Athens.

Hassan Tatar

Hassan Tatar
[Mesorachi]
2101912

5A postal card from Larissa

...08otmopnoapey mi enta nuépag, we emi To mAgiotov immacia, 5ijABopsv Ta £§rig uépn: Ayiav
Mapivav, Aapia, Bpuotv MaAaud, AopHoKOV, KwUOTOAY KEWPEVNY emi uwnAoU Adyou, gita apxidet n
anépavrog nedidg Tng Osooadiag... [...We marched for seven days, mostly on horseback, passing
through the following places: Agia Marina, Lamia, Vrysi Palama, Domokos, a town situated on a

high hill, and then the vast plain of Thessaly begins...],
posted to AOHNAI (ADIZIZ) 9.0KTA3 (Athens).
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Concentration of the Army in Thessaly

Tyrnavos

Tyrnavos,
4101912
Lettercard from TOpvapog

...NMpoogxwe Ba oag ypaww amd 0BwpavIKOV £5ao¢ Kab' 0TI GHUEPOV AWIVOUEY T

EAAnvika pépn kai Badifopev mpog Ta OBwHAVIKG... [...Soon | will write to you from

Ottoman territory, as today we leave Greek lands and march towards the Ottoman

regionsy...], posted to MEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIZ) 7.0KTA2 (Piraeus).

Tyrnavos,
10.10.1912

Lettercard from TYPNABOZ 11.0KT.12

...avexwpnoapev ek NAvvouAl kat mepi TRV 5p.p. epOdoapcy &ig Tupvapov, £voa Ba
pEIVWHEY amOWE... MeTd TV véav pag mpoxwpnotv 0a s10éABwpev mAZov &i¢ TOUPKIKOV
£8a1o¢ Kai Oa TANCIACWEY TEPIOTOTEPOV TA HOXOUEVA OTPATEUHATA, £1¢ BonOsiav

in Tyrnavos, where we will stay tonight... After our next advance, we will enter Ottoman
territory and move closer to the fighting forces, to whose aid we will hasten...],
posted to Athens.
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Advance of the Army towards Macedonia

Elassona (occupation on October 6)

Elasson,
7101912

10A lettercard with text:

. Nepupépeia EAaoowvog <Toupkikov Esapog>
T 7 OktwPpiouv 1912... [Region of Elassona
<TurRish Territory>, October 7, 1912...],

posted to ®avdpiov via MAANAMAS 11.0KT12
(Palamas).

Elasson,
7101912

5A postal card

(with reply,Flying Hermes):

...TO UOVOV TToU B0 0a¢ MAPAKAAETW VO IOV
YPAWETE auéows poAig AABeTe TNV mapovaoav...
[..The only thing I Rindly ask is that you write
to me immediately upon receiving this letter..],

posted to
AOHNAI KENTPIKON 13.0KT.12 (Athens).




Advance of the Army towards Macedonia

Petra & Sarantaporo Passes (battle 9.10)

Sarantaporon,
10.10.1912

10A lettercard with text:

...EX0£¢ ouvnOn evravBa pdaxn NTic £0)Xe £1¢ TO SOVTAYHUA HAG KAt TO 70V SUVTAyHA
MOAAG anwAgiag OavovTwy Kai TPAUHATIOOEVTWY 0UK OAlywv. AAAG EUTUXWS TTOU EVI-
KNOQUEV Kaiy KATOAGBOUEY TO GV XwPIOV AMOCTIAOAVTES EMAIVOUS KAl GUYXaPNTHPIA
anod Tov AiaSoxov... Ot a§iwPaTIKOI TTPWTNV (POPAV OLOAOYOUV TOIQUTHV HaXNV ooBa-
pav... [..Yesterday, a battle took place here, which resulted in significant losses for our
regiment and the 7th Regiment, with many dead and wounded. Fortunately, we won
and captured the upper village, earning praise and congratulations from the Crown
Prince... The officers, for the first time, acknowledge such a serious battle....],

posted to MEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIZ) 18.0KT12 (Piraeus).

Petra Pass,
13.10.1912

10A lettercard with text:

...E1¢ Zapavtamopov Eyvav peyaAai Buaiai €1 To 1ov MEQPKOV Kat 70V Kat ayvow THV
TUXNV MOAAWV QIAwV Kot TaTpwTwy, H&n KatéAaBav Kai Ta ZépBia Kot supiocKovTal
&1 Kodavnv... [...At Sarantaporo, there were great sacrifices in the 1st and 7th infantry
regiments, and | do not know the fate of many friends and compatriots. They have
already captured Servia and are now in Kozani...],

posted to MATPAI (A®IZIZ) 17.0KTA2 (Patras).
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Advance towards Western Macedonia

Servia (occupation on October 10)

Servia military camp

Envelope with handwritten
indication

Stparonedov SepPiwv [Camp
of Servial,

posted to XAAKIZ 22.0KTA12
(Chalkis).

10A lettercard with text:

[...The town of Servia, where we arrived yesterday, was captured by the 6th Division...
At the same time, we were informed today that Kozani was also captured, and we are
awaiting orders from the Government on whether we should proceed further, as the
Berlin Treaty ends here... Upon our arrival, we found 70 Christians Rilled, who were
brutally murdered by the Turks because the leading Christian figures of Servia had
gone out to welcome the Turkish Army according to local customs, and the Ottomans
assumed they had come out to greet our own army. When they returned to the town,
they were arrested, imprisoned, and brutally executed. You cannot imagine the
weeping in the town...],

posted to MEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIX) 21.0KTA2 (Piraeus).

Servia, 12.10.1912

...KateAnpOnaoav mapa tng 6ng Mepapyiag Ta Z€p-
Bia €16 & aixdnuev x0<g..., cuvaua emAnpowopn-
Onuev orjugpov 0Tt KateAnOn kai n Kolavn, non
avapévopey darayag ano Tnv KuBépvnaw gav Oa
TIPOXWPHOWHEV EICETI KAO' OTI PHEXPIS €6W ARyel n
BepoAiveiog SuvOnki... ApixBévteg evravBa evpw-
Hev 70 XpIOTIAVOUG (POVEUHEVOUS OUG EQPOVEUTAY
aypiwg ot Toupkot 81011 gixov §EABEL o1 TpoUyo-
VTEG TWV ZepBiwv XpiaTiavoi va urrodexHouv Tov
TOUPKIKOV STPATOV CULPWVWS TwV 0iUwWY Tou
TOMoU Kat ot 00wpavoi unéBsoav o0tt e§NABov &ig
npoilinavTnatv Tou 181kou pag otpatou. ‘0tav &
enéoTpeWav £ig TNV MOAIY TOUS GUVEAQBAvY, TOUG
EKAg10aV €16 TO PUAGKAG Kal TOUG EPOVEUTGQAY aypi-
w¢. Agv avTa{eoBe Ta KAQUATA £1G TV TTOAW...
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Advance towards Western Macedonia

Advance towards Aikaterini
(occupation on October 16)

Petra Pass, 13.10.1912

Lettercard posted with 7n MEPAPXIA (7th Division) to
Athens

..Auptov Ba perapwpev iowg g METpav Kat eKeiBev
£1¢ AIKQTEPIVV, OTOU €AV eUPWUEV avTioTaoty Oa
noAspnowpev. Méxpt TG wpag, Sev gidopsv Toup-
KoV, TAnV Twv aiuaAwTtwy. 800 aixuGAwTo!l givai €i§
™V EAacowva povov. Tpavuatiag EAAnvag BAEmouey
Ka@'ekdoTnv migioToug... [...Tomorrow we will perhaps
move to Petra and from there to Aikaterini, where, if
we encounter resistance, we will fight. Until now, we
have not seen a Turk, except for the prisoners. There
are 800 prisoners in Elassona alone. We see many
wounded Greeks every day...]

g woelicliong aos

R

Kozani
(occupation on October 12)

Kozani, 14.10.1912

...ATT0 X0s¢ cupiokOusOa vravBa, eEAOOVTEG eK ZepBiwv.
Auroi o1 ToUpkot pag éBadav og Baoava. TpEXOUEY, TPEXO-
pev va Toug pbaooupe Kai v To KatopOwvopev. Mov Oa
pOacwpev; Kai eyw dev yvwpidw...

Autiv TV oTiyunv épxetal Kai 0 BaoiAgus. Tw eToipadeTal
anoBiwaig und TwWv Katoikwy, 0An n Kogavn give eAAnvikn,
bev untapyet oUTe €ic ToUPKOG KATOIKOG 510T1 01 Koavitat
b¢v 6ibouv oute omBaunyv i Toupkov va {fon. X0eg poAig
£pBaoca eyevounv SeKTOG £1¢ MAOUCIOTATNV OIKiav XHpag
TIVOS piAoevouong Kat 15 FaAAoug aSiwuaTikoU§ ToU EMITE-
Agiov...

[...Since yesterday we have been here, having come from
Servia. These Turks have put us through hardships. We run
and run to catch up with them, but we are not succeeding.
Where will we reach? | do not know either...

At this moment, the King is arriving. A welcome is being
prepared for him by the residents; all of Kozani is GreeR,
and there is not a single Turkish resident because the
people of Kozani do not allow even an inch for a Turk to
live. Just yesterday, upon my arrival, | was received in the
most affluent house of a certain widow who is hosting me,
along with 15 French officers from the staff..]
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Advance towards Central Macedonia

*Exdbens’ Sebp, Br

Verria (occupation on October 16)

« Verria,
¢ 18.10.1912

e E‘EE-(){'H@- LB R

Private lettercard franked with 5A +2x10l engraved stamps, addressed to tied DAVOS-
PLATZ 2 11.X1.12 (n.s.). The stamps were tied upon transit, with AMBULANT 10.X1.12
(Swiss railway postmark).

...Eipat EkTaxTa Kai evOouoiaou£vog Sia Tov mepinatov mou Kapousv. Ot ToUpKkot Peu-
youv S10pKwe. EATTICw pETG 4-5 nuépag To mOAU va supiokopal i Osaoalovikny, av ot
Sduvapeig dev emépPouv... [...| am in excellent spirits and excited about the easymarch
we are maRing. The Turks are continually retreating. | hope that in 4-5 days at most, |
will be in ThessaloniRi, unless the powers intervene...].

E444% — — GRECE | 20101912
ETr'IETOAIKON AEATAPION
I'ATKOZMIOE TAXYAPOMIKOE EYNAEZMOYX |
' Cartte postale
i s s Bostes T

Ao 0SS~ I |
/9/¢ /? A iV‘yKé L%fmqﬁ

wpﬁs&b Eilg.
X

3

&

“a

=

s il e e e N

Picture postcard with handwritten indication ek Tou atpatomédou (from the military camp),
possibly added by the military mailman, addressed to Kyparissia.
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Advance towards Central Macedonia

Giannitsa (occupatlon on October 20)

e

Giannitsa (Yenidjé),
22.10.1912

..EKuptevoapev ka1 maAwv 14 nu-
poBoAa ka1 moAuBOAa, eyw b€ EXw
Kat €V AAUPOV, MOTOAX AoHUEVIA
TNV omoiav pou £5waoe o Alaboxog
ano tag 500 MoU ToU MPOGYEPQ...
®oBoupai 0Tt N EMEPPBATIC TWV
Sduvapswy b¢ev Ba pag apnost va
£10£A0wpev €16 Ocogalovikny...
[...We have once again captured 14
cannons and machine guns, and |
have a trophy, a silver pistol, which
the Crown Prince gave me from the
two | offered him... | fear that the
intervention of the powers will not
allow us to enter Thessaloniki...].
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Free of charge
. lettercard posted
' to DAVOS-PLATZ
218.X112 (n.s.).
The Swiss post-
age Due stamp
of 50c has been
removed

40%

Ostrovo [Arnissa]
(occupation on
November 11)

‘OcTtpopfo,
6.11.1912

...ATI0 x0e¢ eupiokoueda evrav-

0a. A6 Tw Ocw OTI TA MPAYUATA
anépnoav Tooov KaAd. Oudémote
£pavragopouy 0Tt TOoOV TaxEws Oa
€iueba 6w awou emnpaye Kat TV
Ocoaaloviknv...

Eutuywg umo piav amoyiv Kai atu-
Xw¢ urto aAAnvy, o1 3épPBot emnpav
T0 MovaaoThp! (BritwAia) pe 40.000
ToUpKOUG aiyuaAwTous. Mag emtpav
piav 668av axopn Kkat oUTw Anyet
auTtog o MOAgp0g &t' nuag. Twpa Sev
HEVOUV TaPG aoHUAVTA TPAYUATA.
Mov 1o aviyyeidev o AaykArg Tpo
piag aniypng. Mévw pet’ autou &ig
TO QUTO SWUATIOV OIKIAG TAPX TOV
a16npodpopikov aTabuov...

[...Since yesterday, we have been
here. Thank God that things have
turned out so well. | never imag-
ined that we would be here so
quickly after having taken Thes-
saloniki... Fortunately, in one sense,
and unfortunately in another, the
Serbs took Monastir (Bitola) with
40,000 TurRish prisoners. They took
another glory from us, and thus this
war ends for us. Now, only insignifi-
cant matters remain. Dangleis just
informed me of this a moment ago.
I am staying with him in the same
room of a house near the railway
station...].
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Advance towards Central Macedonia

Thessaloniki (occupation on October 26)

Thessaloniki,
6111912

Free of charge envelope
from an Officer with rather
indifferent content

...H {wn €6w Kkaravta povoto-
voG... [...Life here is becoming
monotonous...],

posted from the civilian

Post Office @EZXANONIKH
6.NOEMA2* (Thessaloniki),
sent to Athens.

*type V postmark

Thessaloniki,
25.11.1912

Free of charge picture
postcard sent by a military,
with postmark
OEXZANONIKH 26.NOEM.1912*
(Thessaloniki) to Athens.

*large type postmark

Thessaloniki, 15.11.1912

Lettercard overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ sent
by a military who posted it from the French Post
Office. It was forwarded normally, without the
requirement of any extra postage: SALONIQUE
TURQUIE 28.NOV:12 (n.s.) to Athens.




Advance towards Western Macedonia

Zervi _
(occupation on November 5) A

s Ty S op %)
J?um. e Y
T E[&w%iﬁu 207

f‘o,rgr / i po Jo e E"
(occupation on November 8)

Florina, 08.11.1912

BA£meig 0TI 00U YpAPW EMONUWCS AUTH T POPG Kat e TiTAov Tou ApXnyEiou Tou Stpatou Osooaliag kat Maksdoviag...
[...You see that | am writing to you officially this time, with the title of the Headquarters of the Army of Thessaly and Macedonia...]

Zervi, 7111912

Lettercard posted without any marking to Athens.
Sender: lakwpBog Mmadaiog (lakovos Bazaios)
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Advance towards Western Macedonia

Florina, 12.11.1912
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...Me Bavel 8¢ og unowia 51011 mOavov emeibn) BAémouy levikOv STpatnysiov va Tag amooppayifouv Sia va

HABouv TIMOTE... [KaBUOTEPNTEIS 1) ATTWAEI EMTIOTOAWY]
...X0g¢ oou ayopacoa youvapiko. To Ovelpov pou Eyive mpayuaTikotyg, renard blanc de Russie, oAU Tng po-

bag... [kai n qwn auveyigetai!]
[...It raises my suspicion because perhaps, seeing 'General Headquarters,' they unseal them to learn some-

thing...] [delays or loss of letters].
[...Yesterday, | bought you a fur. My dream became reality, renard blanc de Russie (white fox from Russia),

very fashionable...] [and life goes on!].
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Advance towards Western Macedonia

Kastoria (occupation on November 11)

Kastoria,
22111912

Free of charge lettercard, marking AQAEKATON MEAINON IYNTAIMA (12th Infantry
Regiment), posted via @EZZANONIKH 1.AEK.1912 (Thessaloniki) via MATPAI (AOSTOAH)
(Patras).

Korytsa (occupation on December 7)

Korytsa under the Ottoman Empire belonged to the Vilayet of Monastir

Envelope with 10A engraved definitive, tied with MATPAI (AMOXZTOAH) 23.IAN.13 (Patras)
addressed to a soldier of the 3rd Division, with transit postmark AIEYO. YITHP. METOIMIZOEN 28.I1AN.13
(Rear Service Directorate, in Thessaloniki).
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Advance towards Central Macedonia

Daphni of Athos (occupation on November 2)

Daphni,
3111912

Hellenic postal card 5A, submitted at the Russian Post Office of Daphni P.O.M.n T. CTAP. AOOHD
3.X11912, forwarded normally to Athens, without the requirement of any extra postage

Free of charge cover submitted at the Russian Post Office of Daphni P.O.M.u T. CTAP. AOOHD 3.X1.1912
(Crapbiit AdboHb) forwarded free of charge to Athens. This second item confirms that the Russian post
office handled Greek military correspondence without any financial requirement (free of charges). The
same practice was followed in Chios as well, with postmarks P.0.M.u T. XIOCb and Poste Russe Gratuit).

Three items known to date




Advance towards Central Macedonia

Hellenic Post Office of Daphni Mount Athos

e . BT i 7 7n Daphni,
' 10121912

T T R

After the occupation of Mount Athos, a Greek Post Office was installed,
initially equipped with the bilingual Ottoman stamp DAPHNI (ECHELLE).

Free of charge envelope with 200v EQEAPON MNEZIKON SYNTAIMA (20th Reserve Infantry Regiment)
with the Ottoman DAPHNI (ECHELLE) 10.12.912, mpog Tn ZavTtopivn.

Three envelopes known to date

Daphni,
9.2.1913

Free of charge military lettercard with type V AA®NH 9.®EBP:13, (Daphni)
posted to Athens via @EZZANONIKH 12.DEBP13 (Thessaloniki).
..ZuEPoOV TNV mpwiav KatéwOaoev evravba To atuomiolov Népog iva pag mapaddp...
[...This morning, the steamship Leros arrived here to pick us up...] 45



Advance towards Central Macedonia

Hellenic Post Office of Daphni Mount Athos

Daphni,
21.01.1913

Free of charge envelope with the type V AA®NH 21.1AN.13 (Daphni),
sent to the village Vothona of Santorin.

Polygyros (occupation on November 2)

Polygyros,
[7].011913

Zagliverion,
31.01.1913

Postcard addressed to a Second Lieutenant of the Independent Bataillon of Cretans (7th
Division), sent from NEAMOAIZ 8.I1AN.1913 (Neapolis) to ZaykMBEpiov (Zangliverion) via type V
MOAYTYPOZ (Polygyros). Received on 31 )anuary.




Advance towards Eastern Macedonia

Gevgheli (occupation on October 30)

Gevgheli,
28.11.1912

Free of charge envelope with handstamp AEYTEPON TATMA EYZQNQN (Second Evzones Battalion), posted
with AIEYO. YITHP. METOMIZOEN 30.NOEM.12 (Rear Service Directorate, in Thessaloniki), sent to Sparti.

Sender: the Commander of the Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Phikioris

Gevgheli,
10.01.1913

Free of charge lettercard with handstamp EKTON TATMA EYZQNQN (Sixth Evzones
Battalion), posted with AIEY®. YITHP. METOMIZOEN 30.NOEM.12 sent to Sparti.

...EATiCw va pn ToApnost GAAnv €§060v o ToupKIKOG STOAOG Kat OTI TO HEHOVWHEVOV
Xaundié dev Oa Eeputiost mouBeva. Emiong, sAmidw n kKatavauvudynon Tov ToupKikou 310~
Aou va pag @epet eyyuTEpoV mPog TV ElpRvNV... [...I hope the Turkish fleet will not dare
to make another sortie and that the isolated Hamidiye will not appear anywhere. Also,
I hope the defeat of the Turkish fleet will bring us closer to peace...]




Advance towards Eastern Macedonia

Moustheni (occupation end of October)

Moustheni,
20.41913

Free of charge lettercard with handstamp 20ov E®EAPON MEZIKON SYNTAIMA
(20th Reserve Infantry Regiment), sent to Patras

Nigrita (occupation on October 24)

Registered envelope with 10kon tied with TEMPIOKb KYB a 9.4.13 (Temriouk), addressed to a soldier
of the 8th Company of the 20th Regiment located at Nigrita. The enveloppe arrived in ©ESSAAONIKH
23.AMP13 (Thessaloniki) via SALONICH | a 4.V13 (Austrian P.0.). Then, via AIEYO. YITHP. METOMIZOEN
24.AMPA3 (Rear Service Directorate, in Thessaloniki), it was sent to - MEPAPXIA 25.AMPA3 (- Division).
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Arta

On October 6, 1912, the Greek army crossed the border and the bridge of Arta,
where the boundary line was located at that time

Arta,
07.10.1912

Lettercard, withour overprint, posted from XTP. YIIHP. HMEIPOY 7.0KT.12 (Military
Service of Epirus) to MEFAPA 10.0KT12 (Megara).

...To 8nAwvw fpxioat n péyn émov Atleodwg To {NTo Kat N Ywvr aAAo n6og, Aindv anuepa
Kuplakn peoipépn epbaoape €1g TV duAimada kat eAapodn povov évag eufovag amod
Toug ToUpKOUG emMAoaps 25 Kot 6 TUPOPOAA Kat HUEDX VIKITEG..., ...oTH Adpioa épaba
nog exaAdadikav moAn Sikn pag sonkotwOIKav... [...In the evening, the battle began
fiercely, with the shouting and voices of a different kind. So, today, Sunday at noon,
we arrived in Filippiada, and only one Evzone was wounded. We captured 25 Turks and
6 cannons, and we were victorious..., ...In Larissa, | learned that many of our men were
lost, they were Rilled...]

Prevesa (occupation on October 20)

Prevesa,

30.10.1912
(12111912 n.s.)

Picture postcard addressed to Vienna (Austria),
with 10A engraved, tied with ETP. YIIHP. HMEIPOY 2.NOE.12 (Military Service of Epirus).
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Manoliassa

Decisive battles were fought in the mountains for the liberation of loannina

Manoliassa,
18.12.1912

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted YTPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHS),
posted from ®IAINMIAZ 19.AEKE.12 (Philippias), to Athens.

...Me Towmicave ot xacavideg oTo umolTi pou. Mou KAvave TPEIS TPUTIEG, GAAG Kot EYw.
3¢ pia £pobo sokwTooa e To AGY0 Hou EBSOUNVTA Kat £va aSIWUATIKOUG...

[...The Hassanides (Turkish soldiers) shot me in the thigh. They made three holes, but |
got them too. In one assault, my company and I Rilled seventy and one officer...]

Bizani
An Ottoman fortification complex that became the scene of bloody clashes
for three months during the efforts to capture loannina.
: s across from
Bizani,
24121912

Lettercard (overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ),
posted ®IAIMMIAZ 24.AEKEA2 (Philippias) to ALEXANDRIA 13.JA13 (n.s.).
Postage dus stamps (3mils) for the missing rate of 15A

...ATtO Ta§ KopuYoypaAuPas amévavTi Tou Mmgaviou aKOUUTIWY €I TO OTTAOV LIOU GOU
YPAQw... Eipot £6w mpo 20 nuepwy, éwg Twpa S¢ gixape povov aypayiag Kat 16iwg
VUKTEPIVAG eMOETEIS, alplov Oa KAuwHEY €€ ApIOTEPWY YEVIKIV £POSOV KaTd TwV lw-
awvivwv... [...From the ridgelines across from Bizani, resting on my rifle, | write to you...
I have been here for 20 days, and until now we have only had skirmishes, especially
night attacks. Tomorrow, we will launch a general assault from the left against loan-
nina [One of the many assaults!] 50



Siege of Jannina (2nd Division)

Free of charge envelope from XTP. YITHP.
HIMEIPOY (Military Service of Epirus) ipog
ALEXANDRIA 21.FE13 (n.s.) via MATPAI
(ADIZIZ) 1.DEBA3 (Patras). Without postage
due in Egypt!

Occupation of Janina
(February 21)

Agios Nikolaos,
21.21913

Postal card 5\ posted from ®IAIMNMIAL 24.DEBP13

(Philippias) to Piraeus.

...QTO 4WV NUEPWVY 0801ImopolpEY vuxOnuepoOv Kab' ot n Kivnoig emé-
Tuxev, KateAOnoav MavwAidoa, Ay. NikoAaog, TooUKa KTA. SHuepov
npwiav 8nv wpa Basdifopsv mpog Ta lwavviva, gval anepiypanTog o
evBouaiaapog. H mupoBoAapyia pag emédeiev Bavpara. Ot Toupkol
vnoxwpouv... [...For four days now, we have been marching day

and night as the movement succeeded; Manoliasa, Agios Nikolaos,
Tsouka, etc., were captured. This morning at 8 o'clock, we are march-
ing towards loannina; the excitement is indescribable. Our artillery
has performed wonders. The Turks are retreating...].

51




Military Censorship

EOewpnOn o 5101kNTHG TOU 12
AGYov, 150U £QEdP. ZUVTAYPOTOG
[examined by the commander
of the 12th Company of the 15th
Reserve Regiment] (military
censorship)

Free of charge envelope

sent from IQANNINA (Janina)

to BRITISH POST OFFICE
CONSTANTINOPLE A AP.7.13 (n.s.).
Postage Due marking 5d 66
(double of the missing rate 25
lepta = 274d).

Delvino (occupation March 3)

G nnl

Delvino,
12.41913

I i
¥ o P Ry | =

Free of charge postcard sent from XTP. YITHP. HMEIPOY (Military Service of Epirus) to the village
Elekistra of Patras

Sender's address: 70 ANoxog Mamadaxn, AéABwvov [7th Company Papadakis, Delvinon].

e
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2nd Balkan War: The Army
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Envelope with contents with AQAEKATON MEZIKON YNTAIMA (12th Infantry Regiment)
sent to MATPAI (ADIZIT) 17.10YN 13 (Patras)

...EXOLEV Kal TOV OBov cuppaews e Toug oupuaxous uag. To picog Twv EAAfvwy Aai Z€pBwv
evavtiov Twv GOAIwY auTtwy BouAyapwv Sev meplypa@etal. AAAG Kat 0 evOoUaIacuog ISIKWY Hag Kal
ZEpPwv UTEP TOU VEOU aUTOU TTOAEpIOU givatl abuvatov va meplypapl). ‘0Tav mepvouv Ta Tpaiva, €K
Ocooalovikng mpoepxousva, Ta omoia PEpouv Kadnuepivwg 'EAANVAg Kat SEpBoOUG oTPATIWTAS KAl
anipiav Tpoipwv Kai moAspo@obdiwv auvalopcda nAnaciov TG ypapungs Kai xapeTifousda pe Toug
@idoug pag SépBoug bia Tou ouvBnuartog "sopia, Soia” [...We also have the fear of clashes with our
allies. The hatred of the Greeks and Serbs against these wretched Bulgarians is indescribable. But
the enthusiasm of our men and the Serbs for this new war is impossible to describe. When the trains
coming from Thessaloniki pass by, carrying Greek and Serbian soldiers and countless supplies and
munitions, we gather near the tracks and greet our Serbian friends with the slogan 'Sofia, Sofial...]. 53



Advance towards the northeast

Lettercard (overprinted STPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPESIA ATEAHY)
sent to MEIPAIEYE (ADIZ1Z) 20.10YNA3 (Piraeus)

["Thessaloniki, June 17, 1913, 1 a.m.

...the war was declared..., the Bulgarians here offered little resistance and then
surrendered without much bloodshed. Small groups remain, but they will also have to
surrender. | admired how bravely the people here went out. The women passed by as
if nothing was happening. Even Jews were still out while the clashes were occurring. It
seems that people here have gotten used to abnormal situations and are not overly
concerned. Moreover, they have confidence in the Greek administration.

June 18, 9 a.m.

Everything is over. A general order was issued, unbelievable. The whole world is
rubbing its eyes. They didn’t even realize what had happened, and they see all the
prisoners on the steamers. They laugh at the antics of the Bulgarians...

..The funny thing is that the doctor, along with the soldiers, the hospital staff, and
the nurses, surrounded a Bulgarian barracks and captured 45 Bulgarians! So you
understand what the others are doing. The world has changed a lot....].

Declaration of War
(June 16, 1913)

Thessaloniki,
17.06.1913

Ogooadovikn 17 lovviou 1913, 1 HETG HEGOVUKTIOV.

...0 TOAELOG eKNPUXON..., 01 £5w BoUAyapot ékapav
HIKPAV avTioTaolv Kat Eémeira mapadobnoav Xwpis
nmoAAdg aipatoxuaiag. MikpG TURpOTA HEVOUV OKOUN
Kot autd Ba avaykaa@olv va mapadobouv. EBalpaca

. TV KOGpOV €6 piE T BAPPOS EYUPITe £§w. At Kupian

emepvovoav oav va pun ouvéBaive Timota. EBpaiot
akoun syvpidav £§w evw yévovto at oupmAoKai. ESw
paiveTal 0 KOGUOG EX<t ouVNOITE! £1¢ AVWHOAOV KOTA-
oTaaotv Kai 6 moAvokotidetat. 'Exuv GAAwoTE menmoion-
otv &1¢ TNV EAAnVIKRv S10iknav.

18 louviou, 9 mpwivi

'OAa eteAgiwoav. TaSig yeviky amioteutog. O KO-
006 0Aog Tpifet Ta paTia Tou. OUTE empdBaocav va
avTiAnEOouV Ti £yive Kai BAETTOUY TOUS QIXHOAWTOUG
0Aoug £i¢ Ta atpomAota. MEAoUV PE Ta KAPWHAT TWV
BouAydpwv...

...To aaTteiov givai 0TI 0 EMATPOS MO TOUS MPWTOUG HE
TOUG aTPaTIWTAG TO NOOOKOEIOV KO TOUG VOGOKO-
HOUG MEPIKUKAWTAY £Va OTPATWVA BOUAYapIKOV Kal
aixuaAwrigav 45 BouAydpoug! KataAaBaiveig Aoimov
ot aAAot Tt Kapouv. AAAaSE 0 KOGHOG TTOAU.

The battle of Kilkis-Lachanas (19-21 June 1913)

Baltsa (Melissochori), 19.06.1913
Free of charge lettercard (overprinted STPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHZ) to Piraeus.

...Elpat Aaumpd. Evikrjoapev kad'
OAnv v ypapupnv. Ot 8ikoi pag
enoAéunoav Bavpdoia. Emkpa-
Tel péyag evlouotacuog &ig Tov
oTpatov. Kai ot Z£pBot vikoug
ouveEXWS... 'HTo Baupdaia n pépa.
Evvow gyw bev £xaoa To wpaiov
Oéapa TG paxns...

[... am doing splendidly. We
have won along the entire line.
Our troops fought wonderfully.
There is great enthusiasm in

the army. The Serbs are also
winning continuously... It was a
magnificent day. | mean, | did not
miss the beautiful spectacle of
the battle...]
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Advance towards the northeast

MmaAToa
Baltsa
(Melissochori),
21.06.1913

...'0,T1 Kot va oou ypaww Sev gival
Suvatov va ekppdow 6,1t aiobd-
vopau. 'Epabsg BeBaia Tnv viknv
pag Tou KiAkig. Eivai n peyaAutépa
nuépa tng £6vikng pag Jwng. Nikn
pe ekaroppag, aAAd vikn peyiotng
onpaaoiag. AviyyeiAa mpwrog TRV
0pICTIKNV ViKNV TTpOG TOV Baat-
Aéa 616T1 Nuovv pe Tov Metada
L £I1C UWWHO TTPO TOU Xwpiou 6mou
uévopev. Eig avrapoiprv &< Tou
EMNpa Xeipoypawov Tou Eyypa-
ov TnAsypapnua mpog Tov Mpw-
Burroupyov &1 avauvnaiv omep

Free of charge lettercard (STPAT. TAXYAP. YIHPESIA ATEAHS) gg;a';?%";’f nov pe peyadnv

posted to MEIPAIEYX (ADIZIZ) 2.10YN.13 (Piraeus). 0 npwiauds Tou oTPaTOD pag
[...Whatever I write to you, it is impossible to express what I feel. You have, of course, amapdapiAdog. Ovdénote nAmda
learned about our victory at Kilkis. It is the greatest day of our national life. A TéToI0 TIPAYpaTA, AUTO poU éAsyE
victory with many sacrifices, but a victory of the utmost importance. | was the first 1o mpwi o BaoiAeus...
to announce the definitive victory to the King because | was with Metaxas on the hill
before the village where we are staying. As a reward, | received a handwritten telegram
to the Prime Minister for remembrance, which he graciously granted to me...
..The heroism of our army is unparalleled. | never hoped for such things; the King told
me this in the morning...]

Deads of the Battle of Kilkis

Private lettercard posted to Thessaloniki

It includes a diagram for locating the burial site of
soldiers
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Advance towards the northeast

The battle of Doirani (June 23, 1913)

Doirani,
26.06.1913

®elyoupe Kat amo e6w... TETola TUXN
bev TNV enepipeva. X0eg aou Eypaya
Tt YIVETOU 1€ TOUG OTPATIWTAG L,
£xouv 7 nuépag TTou MoAEp0UY, ave-
Baivouv Bouva, pe {éatn mepnatolv
Kat {nTouv povov vepo, dev BéAouv
Timote GAAo Kat va Katadiwéouy Tov
BoUAyapo...

...'HAB¢ &iénaoig oT1 empape 5
nupoBoAa kat v moAuBoAov. Ti Oa
KAVOULE TWPA [E TOUG AIXHAAWTOUS;
Stya otya Oa padsubouv mepPIooOTE-
pot ano oti gipgba 6Aot pag.

AUTOG 0 BaOIAIGG HOG TA KATAPEPVEL

Free of charge lettercard (STPAT. TAXYAP. YTIHPESIA ATEAHS) OAa KaAd.... Eivat ToAD yep6 pualo...
posted to MEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIZ) 28.10YN.13 (Piraeus). AUpiov oAU mOavov va mape €ig TR

[...We're leaving here too... | didn't expect such luck. Yesterday, | wrote to you about Srpwpvitoav...

what is happening with our soldiers; they have been fighting for 7 days, climbing
mountains, walking in the heat, and they only ask for water. They want nothing else

but to chase the Bulgarians...

...News has come that we captured 5 cannons and one machine gun. What are we

going to do with the prisoners now? Gradually, there will be more of them than there
are of us.
This King of ours is managing everything well... He has a very strong mind...
Tomorrow, we will likely go to Strumica...]

In front of the
Strymon River,
23.06.1913

Overprinted lettercard (EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ) entrusted to the Rural postman
469 of Thessaloniki, sent to AAMIA 30.10YN.13 (Lamia).
Maxes éwg anpEPOV MEPIPAVEIS KaTA Twv gXOpwV Boudydpwy Tédoapag Sie§nydyopsv
TOUG EPNUASaEY KUPIOAEKTIKWS... [...Until today, we have fought four glorious battles
against the Bulgarian enemies; we have literally devastated them...]
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Advance towards the northeast

Bloody battles at Predel Han (July 16-18, 1913)
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Kantika
(1 900m),
19.07.1913

i
Pegafid

Envelope with contents with TPITON ZYNTAIMA EYZQNQN (Third Evzones Regiment)
sent to MATPAI (ADIZIZ) 17.10YN.13 (Patras)

...Tnv vixTa ¢ 16-17 (mpox0g) To Zuvrayya pou um:a'rn VUKTEPIVIV MBIV TAp' EVOG Bou/\yapu(ou
Zuvrayyarog apSapévnv Tnv 11NV wpav TnG VUKTOG Kat An§aaav Tnv 4nv wpav ™G npwiag, Kat@ v
omoiav o1 BoUAyapoi enstéOnaav pe aAAadaypous, BopBag, moAuBoAa, TUuTava Kot GAATyyas pEXpl
TWV YPAUUWY UAS... 75 TTWHATA BouAyapwy avapi§ pe 13 TTwpata npwikwg megovTwy Euiwvwv... Ma-
VTEG 0'AUTE gpovevBnoav Sia THG AOyXNG...
[...On the night of the 16th-17th (the night before yesterday), my regiment suffered a night attack
from a Bulgarian regiment that began at 11 p.m. and ended at 4 a.m., during which the Bulgarians
attacked with shouting, bombs, machine guns, drums, and trumpets up to our lines... 75 Bulgarian
corpses mixed with 13 corpses of heroically fallen Evzones... All were Rilled with bayonetsl!...]. 57



Advance towards Bulgarian territories

Livounovo, Bulgaria (Greek Headquarters)

Livounovo
[NeByHOBO],

26.6.1913

...0 MoaxémouAog (2n & 4n Me-
papxia) avapépel emonRpws ot
ot BoUAyapot meTolv Ta omAa
TOUG OTaV TOUG KApEl {wnpav
£miBsov Kat Pevyouv. Agv TO
Kapouv BEBaia 6Aot, 510t TOTE
0a supiokopeda €ig TNV 26QIa...
...Mpo oAiyou oav edw Téooa-
PEG OLOYEVEIG amo TO MeAévi-
Kov. 'Epepav Sidwopa apyaia
1EPATIKG KenAia, vayyeAia
naAaid, oTaupouls wpaiag Té-
XVNG, KOt GUQIO XpUTOTIOIKNATA
S1a va mapadoBouv £ig To EGvo-

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted STPAT. TAXYAP. YTHPESIA ATEAHS) Aoytkdv Mouaeiov Sia va pu-
posted to MEIPAIEYS (ADIZIS) 18.10YL13 (Piraeus) AaxBouv. 'Hoav anzlpa TeTola

[...Moschopoulos (2nd & 4th Division) officially reports that the Bulgarians throw down Z%T:ngﬁzx‘;g?ﬁ;:% &-
their weapons when attacked vigorously and flee. Of course, not all of them do this, @noav ToAAd umé Twv TobPKWY
otherwise we would already be in Sofia...

Kot BouAyapwyv 18iwg...
...A short while ago, four compatriots from Melnik were here. They brought various
ancient religious relics, old gospels, beautifully crafted crosses, and richly embroidered
vestments to be delivered to the Ethnological Museum for safekeeping. There were
countless such items in their town, but many were seized and destroyed, especially by
the Turks and Bulgarians...].

Livounovo
[NeByHOBO],

[>18.71913]

Snuepov emi TEAoug
avaywpoupey dia
Agpip logap, iowg Kat
61a OsgoaAoviknv.
Ekei Oa pabwpev kat
note Oa aMooTPATEY-
Owpev. Kparnoe v
nmapovoay, gival amo
T0 AtBouvoPov To omoi-
ov mapadidopev 1§
olAiyag nuEpag £1g Toug
BouAydpoug...

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted STPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHS)
sent to ALEXANDRIA 22.V11143 (n.s.).
Postage Due stamps of 3 mils for the seemingly missing fee of 15A
[...Today, at last, we are departing for Demir Issar, possibly for Thessaloniki. There, we
will also learn when we will be demobilized. Keep this letter; it is from Livunovo, which
we will hand over to the Bulgarians in a few days...]
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Advance towards Bulgarian territories

Battle of Djoumaia, Bulgaria (12.07)

Djoumaia,
16.07.1913

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted XTPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHS)
addressed to Thessaloniki.

...Elgat KAAQ Kot TOAEUGW TOUS APKOUSAPAIOUS £IC TNV MPWTNV YPAUUNY, wOWY TOUG
SioTadovrag, mavwy 1I610XEipw¢ AYUAAWTOUS, KAUVWY QVAYVWPIOEIS LIE TOUG ETITEAEIS...
[...TI am well and fighting the 'arkoudaraious' (a derogatory term for the Bulgarians)
on the front line, pushing the hesitant, personally capturing prisoners, and conducting

reconnaissance with the staff officers...]

Battle of Petsovo, Bulgaria (15-17.07)

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted XTPAT. TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHS),
administrative handstamp TPITH MEPAPXIA (3rd Division), sent to Athens.

[...These battles lasted on the 15th, 16th, and 17th, until the morning of the 18th,
when we received the order that a 5-day armistice had been agreed upon. A line of
separation was drawn by officers of the Division as well as the enemy during the
armistice. Due to the conclusion of negotiations in Bucharest, an extension of 3 more
days was granted, ending tomorrow at noon. As | write this, we have news that peace
has been signed, but we have yet to receive this order from General Headquarters.
Therefore, the war has ended...]

Heights East of
Petsovo,
25.07.1913

...Al paxot avtat sip-
keoav Tnv 15, 16 & 17

ot TV mpwiav TG 18
eAaBopcev TV Saraynv
OTI EYEVETO 5 NUEPWV
avakwyn. Exapayxén &v'
a§iwpatikwy TG Mepap-
Xiag we Kat Twv gx6pwv
ypauun diaxwpiosws
KaTa TNV S1dpKeIav TG
avakwyns. 'Eveka 6& TG
Anéewg ev BoukoupeoTiw
TWV SIANMPAYUETEVOEWY
£500n kat maparaocic 3
NUEPWYV THE AVOKWXNS
nTig Afjyet o'prov Tnv
ueanuPBpiav. Toutnv TRV
OTIYURV TTOU 00U YPaQW
£xopev €161 0¢Ig OTI UTTE-
ypawn n eiprvn, aAA’er-
0&T1 8ev eAAPopEV €K TOU
levikou Ztparnysiov Tnv
Siaraynv TadTnv. O mMoAe-
oG eEMopéVWG EAnev
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Advance towards Bulgarian territories

Battles at Nevrokop & Kapatnik, Bulgaria
o o : 27.71913

...ATtnyoplOn Kat 1) OMOCTOAN EMOTOAWY.
'H&N Np&avTo kanwg Ta Taxudpopsia va
Séxwvra...

[...The sending of letters was also prohib-
ited. The post offices have now somewhat
begun to accept them...]

Picture postcared franked with pair of 5A
Campaign 1912-13, tied with -n MEPAP-

XIA 27.10YA13 [postmark with the division
number scratched off] posted to Tripolis.

[...I fought two great and deadly battles
against the Bulgarians. One in Nevrokopi,
where out of 800 of my comrades, 135 soldiers
and 5 officers fell. And another in Kapatnik
(Bulgarian borders), where out of 1,700 of my
comrades, 424 soldiers and 13 officers fell...]

..AUo peydAag Kat HUPIOVEKPOUG HAXAS HETA TwV BouAydpwy ouvhwa. Ev Neupokormiw évla ek
Twv 800 guppaxnTwv pou énsoav 135 omAitar kot 5 ASiwpatikoi. Ev 6 Kamatvik (BouAyapika
oUvopa) ek Twv 1700 CUpPOXNTWVY POV éMEgav 424 omAiTal Kat 13 aSlwHATIKOL...

Kavala (occupation on June 26)

Kavala,
27.09.1913

Free of charge military envelope with administrative handstamp 190 £YNTAIMA MEZIKOY
(19th Infantry Regiment), posted at the civil Post Office of KABAAAA 23.ZEMT.3 (Kavalla),
sent to the village Meoapid (Messaria), Santorin.
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End of the 2nd Balkan War

Souma AtykoBavng
MnappmoUvia KiAkig
®dIAeTaKIO AOTpaVNG

YNt KOTOTIOUAX
T{oupaylag

BouAyapikn ZaAdta

NMNaywto Toapog
BouAyapiog

Emdopmia

Festive Meal for the End of_the War

DB 31.07.1913

M‘ Nl '.ﬁf’ﬁ “‘*.;_-\J Ligovani's Soup

—"ﬂzim/ﬁ"?w ﬂ‘--“"

e G? e @ tu ﬁwwm\b
@10@05: e e

&M Wm ohe @w%fuw
Bodes eobis de Bhorinnaa

@m%

"Tsar of Bulgaria" Ice
nge Ghar: de _E’.;M ” Cream"
) = Ea""’f. Desserts
l—f f‘“""—" /1 Ld r\/ﬂ"’u’“@ /
v Ly ,/ |
/

,\,._‘

Kilkis' Red Mullets
Doirani's Fillets

Grilled Chickens
from Djoumaia

Bulgarian Salad

Salomique.le 31 ol 1'5;':5 i

Humorous menu designed byAdJ (dpigog AplOT£d§ Frixos Arlsteas)
featuring a tsarouchi on a broken mast of the Bulgarian flag

Signed by:

Zraukog, Kapakadog, Magapdkng, PaktiBav, ®pavtdig,
Aaxwv, Metagag, Bepvapdog, STpatnyomoulog.
[Staikos, Karakalos, Mazarakis, Raktivan, Frantzis,
Lacon, Metaxas, Vernardos, Stratigopoulos.]

Salonique le 31 Juillet 1913
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2nd Balkan War: The Navy

Anchorage of Thasos

Three ships of the Greek fleet that were anchored at Thasos,
liberated Kavala on June 26.

OQPHKTON
YAPA
[Battleship
Hydra],

Thassos,
2.7.1913

Free of charge envelope, marked with ©QPHKTON YAPA
Mailed to the Torpedo Boat or Minesweeper "Kavapng" [Kanaris].

Provisional occupation of Dedeagatch (12.7-10.8)

OQPHKTON
2METZAI
[Battleship
Spetses],
Dedeagatch [Al-
exandroupolis]

Free of charge picture postcard, marking ©QPHKTON ZMETZAI
posted to Athens.
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Patrolling in Aegean sea

; o hada i i i il _,-:i_- ANTITOPMIAAIKON
F‘ ""{“’" oA ‘?‘/ 1. math | OYEAMA [destroyer
' 'Zf-ﬁﬁw -4/’/ : Lo b s . Thyella]

b E 7
\\_._e‘- /;/ﬂf n1_}-//‘ﬁ"?’r

1:] fj EAE d
v i “'V‘V/’*—'-J D I A )
f ¥ ﬁ} £ -
\ & Fg e s c:"'-"/#{./-,a S N
’ ‘(d, i = d?ﬂ{" & T [ i
\ A E -+ o iy - ]
| 0 P e
Hivs s 3 |
e Y

! ‘V‘ R I -".'Vzll-n '-'". g s

g PN . AT O (I X% [ UNB WORRTIAAY xJ
Envelope franked with 2x5A tied with MEIPAIEYZ (AI'IOZTOI\H) 1.AYT13

(Piraeus) addressed to the destroyer Thyella,
returned to the Navy Ministry, with ANTITOPIMIAAIKON "OYEANA".

;_'"'"'1 EYAPOMON

. MYKAAH [cruiser
| Mykali,

| Maroneia,

| 23.8.1913

. TONIEHCKA KAPTA
i Carte postale — Pastkarte

uéa,mw..) Z‘V/‘i’ﬂ

_'.u.xsm : ; ] : . A : s

|5 R el T SSRGS R L S G/l A S e

Free of charge Bulgarian plcture postcard marklng EYAPOMON "MYKAAH"
posted to Chios.

63



Patrolling in Aegean sea

EYAPOMON
MYKAAH [cruiser
Mykali],
Maroneia,
23.8.1913

Free of charge Bulgarian picture postcard, marking EYAPOMON "MYKANAH"
posted to Athens.

1 EYAPOMON
MYKANMH [cruiser
Mykali],

Chios,

| 22101913

Free of charge Bulgarian picture postcard, marking EYAPOMON "MYKAAH"
posted to Athens.
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the Navy

Patrolling in Aegean sea

ANTITOPMIANIKON
OYEANA

' [Destroyer Thyella]

Lettercard from MEIPAIEYS (AMOXTOAH_ 31.10YA13, sent to ANTITOPMIAAIKON OYEAAA,
but the recipient was transferred to the Navy Ministry (MEIPAIEYS (A®IZIZ) 3.0KT.13)
and then home, AOHNAI KENTPIKON 19.0KTA3.

ONAITAITQronN KPHTH
[Troop transport ship "Crete"]

Patriotic illustrated envelope sent free of charge, marking OMAITATQrON KPHTH,
forwarded by NAYSTAOMOS (Main Naval Station at Salamis island),
sent to KH®IZIIA 31.0KTA3 (Kiphissia) via AOHNAI KENTPIKON 29.0KT:13 (Athens).
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Military Postal Service

The military correspondence was collected by the Mailmen of the Military Units,
who forwarded it to the Central Military Postal Offices. These offices formed bags
that they delivered to the civilian post offices, which handled their distribution
through their network. The same process occurred in the opposite direction,
towards the military units in the field.

"STPATIQTIKH AAAHAOTPA®DIA" = Military Mail

Rubber stamp, there are at least two.
Because they are particularly rare and the imprints are deformed, their study is not easy.

Frame with single line

10\ EAMAHNIKH AIOIKHSIS
o with ETPATIQTIKH AAMAHAOTPA®DIA
~ (short letters and frame with single line)

Free of charge patriotic illustrated cover with boxed (single line) STPATIQTIKH ANAHAOTPADIA
addressed to Volos
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Military Postal Service

Frame with double line

Free of charge cover with boxed (double line) STPATIQTIKH AAAHAOTPA®DIA
sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 29.IAN.13 (Athens).

i

b i 'Eﬁ‘f_!!ﬁ..\. 1
¥ Y ;r_fuﬁ
Free of charge cover with ZTPATIQOTIKH AAMHAOIPA®IA to WATERLOO IOWA. Postage

Due marking HUDSON TERMINAL Sta N.Y. MAY 30 C DUE 10 CENTS (n.s.). Paid with
precanceled pair of 5¢ Postage Due, postmark WATERLOO IOWA.
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Military Postal Service

The following datestamps (type V) of the Military Postal Service are known:

I. AIEYO. YITHP. METOMIZOEN [Rear Service Directorate] (oen.31,33,34)
ii. ZTPATIQTIKH TAX. YITHPEZIA [Military Postal Service] (oz.31,33,34)
iii. ZTP. YITHP. HMNEIPOY [Military Postal Service] (oea. 31,33, 34)

IV. ... MEPAPXIA [... Division] (oe. 31,33,34)

Envelope with franking mark AIEYOYNZIZ YNHPEZIAZ METOMIZOEN OEZ>ANIAS [Rear
Service Directorate of Thessaly] and AIEY®. YITHP. METOMIZOEN 18.MAPT.13 [Rear
Service Directorate] to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 21.MAP13 (Athens).

Free of charge envelope with datestamp STPATIQTIKH TAX. YIHPEZIA 8.I0YN.13
[Military Postal Service] to Lygourio, via NAYMAION 11.10YN.13 (Nafplion).
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Military Postal Service
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Special form listing the registered mail sent from AIEYO. YITHP. METOMIZOEN 12.IAN.13 [Rear Service Directorate]
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Military Postal Service

70%

-- MEPAPXIA [... Division]

From one of the division postmarks, the division number had been removed. This was
likely done to be used by a Central Military Post Office or by a Post Office serving more
than one division.

EAacowy, : ¥
29101912
(Elasson)

Eai

‘:_,\_SLHJ,-L~~J\-- R R e

: \ ¥ A g e i w2
5A postal card uprated with 5A 5 _
canceled with -- MEPAP- : O "—"ﬁ“ s !
XIA (without date), sent to 3 : T SRR I
ALEXANDRIA A 12.N02 (n.s.). o Rt ‘“*C;\ m B \ \‘.,‘ gathe
Sender writes "Telegrams are 5 LL?‘ __““‘ i R o, P T
not accepted" L e (Hems

Toapitoavn,
T R 29101912
et gy __-:::'. L ) (Tsa I’Itsa ni )

e s coain N AEATAPION
Carte glostale

[iww-‘ﬁﬂmw-m i e T
et B ey e R SR R I I R S P R it ) ]

e o kA ATV TLTBRLD DA (VW i e { i

Free of charge picture postcard marked with -- MEPAPXIA (without date), dateline 3110.912,
sent to VATHY OSTERR. POST ?.XI1.12. 70



Military Postal Service

1n MEPAPXIA [1st Division]

Illustrated patriotic envelope with 1 MEPAPXIA 21.1AN.13 to Patras

21 MEPAPXIA [2nd Division]

Envelope with franking mark MPQTON XYNTAFMA MEZIKOY
(1st Infantry Regiment) and 2ot MEPAPXIA 10.0KT:13 to Langadi, Santorin.




Military Postal Service

4n MEPAPXIA [4th Division]

L

Thessaloniki,
16.6.1913

e - I — -] Ty LS N .18 B

Registered illustrated envelope with 3x10A lithographic, tied with AGHNAI (XYSTHMENA) 14.10YN.13 (Athens),
addressed to a military of the 4th Division, in Thessaloniki.

The envelope was damaged; it was opened for inspection by the Division Post Office, and the found amount
of money was noted: Mepigyet Spay 25. (25 drachmas included) and sealed with PTT vignettes and margins of
postage stamps, tied with 4n MEPAPXIA (without date).




Military Postal Service

5n MEPAPXIA [5th Division]

P
A e 5

,T_' A

0T ENOTIION TOT -
EAMHNO-ZEFP2U-BOYATAPIKDY i'!ﬂll.[.ﬂ\'

Patriotic illustrated envelope mailed free of charge from 5n MEPAPXIA 1 OKT [13],
sent to the village Meoapia (Messaria) of Santorin.
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Patriotic illustrated envelope mailed free of charge from 5n MEPAPXIA 11 OKT [13],
sent to the village Meoapia (Messaria) of Santorin.
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Military Postal Service

5n MEPAPXIA [5th Division]

Envelope addressed to a Greek in Constantinople without a postage stamp. Mailed from 5n ME-
PAPXIA ZENT, it was forwarded, due to the war, to the French Post Office CONSTANTINOPLE GALATA
POSTE FRANCse 12.9.13 (n.s.), which marked the envelope with triangular T
and 50c were collected from the recipient (double of the due od 25A).

11n MEPAPXIA [11th Division]

The first division established after the Balkan Wars, when the peacetime army expanded. It was
initially formed in Kozani, while in December 1913 it was moved to Thessaloniki.

- Registered envelope

= from AYTOYPION 10.I1AN14
- (registered rate 301)

and arrival 11n MEPAPXIA

14.]1AN, via AOHNAI (ADI-

ZI%) 11.1AN.14 (Athens).

Due to the lack of a
strike of postmark of
Thessaloniki, we assume
that envelopes or sacks
addressed to the Division
. ~ Post Office were prepared
F__;;TL'“.'.I: h‘n#;.‘L_ﬁ-";ﬁ:.‘ in Athens.
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Free of charge military markings

The military correspondence had to be stamped with the unit's seal and then with the datestamp of the Military Postal Office.
Unfortunately, during the Balkan Wars, this regular procedure was not followed
and a very large number of posted items were forwarded without markings and/or datestamps.

OgooaAovikn
{Thessaloniki],
13.07.1913

20pa Ottoman postal

card -booty- marked with
TENIKON XTPATHIEION
STPATOY OEZIANIAL (General
Headquarters of the
Thessalian Army) to Piraeus

XipooBo-KiAvdip (Xépoo-KaAiv-
Spta)

Hirsova-Kilindir (Cherson-
Kalindria), 19.8.1913

Free of charge lettercard (overprinted STPAT.
TAXYAP. YITHPESIA ATEAHE) with handstamp
TPITON XYNTAIMA EYZONON (3rd Evzones
Regiment) sent to AOHNAI (A®IZIZ) 21.AYT13
(Athens).

T Wi hais
3k e
e

0%

Katw T{oupayia (HpaxAeia)

[Kato Djoumaia (Irakleia)],

21.08.1913

Free of charge private lettercard with EBAOMON SXYNTAI-

MA MEZIKOY (7th Infantry Regiment) sent to ALEXANDRIA X
21.1X13 (n.s.), without postage due upon arrival. 75




Free of charge military markings

ZnAdxwpBa (Néa Zixvn)
Ziliahova (Nea Zichni),
12101913

Free of charge llustrated
patriotic envelope with

3n MOIPA OPEIBATIKOY MYPO-
BOAIKOY (3rd Mountain Artillery
Battery) sent to Meoapid Ofpog
(Mesaria of Santorin, via ZHAIA-
XQBA 12.0KTA3 (Ziliahova).

KoupoU-Aepé KaBaAag
[Kourou-Dere, Kavala],
08.11.1913

Free of charge envelope with
200v TYNTATMA NEZIKOY
(20th Infantry Regiment)
sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON
14.NOEA3 (Athens).




Military mail to abroad

There was no provision for the free affixing of postage stamps by the state on the military correspondence to abroad.
According the Law 4113 (®EK 340 A' 5.11.1912), the military correspondence to abroad could be sent as prepaid (with postage
stamps), underfranked, or even without stamps. In any case, the recipient should pay the missing postage.

In practice, sometimes the recipient paid the missing postage and sometimes they did not. g€ pe mapadeiypora

Thessaloniki to
Constantinople

Not prepaid ilustrated patriotic
envelope sent from OEZZAAONIKH
SALONIQUE 9.NOEM.3 (Thessaloniki),
with Greek T markings (postage due)
sent to CONSTANTINOPLE-GALATA POSTE
FRANCAISE 251113 but no postage was
collected upon arrival.

Drama to Constantinople

Not prepaid ilustrated patriotic envelope sent from APAMA 5.AYI:13 (Drama), sent to
CONSTANTINOPLE-GALATA POSTE FRANCAISE 27.8.13, tying a French 50c postage due stamp.
French triangular taxe marking T. 77



Volunteer Corps

of Macedonians and Adrianopolitans

MAKEAOHO-OAPWNHCKO OMbYEHNE BUTONCKA APYXXUHA

(Volunteer Corps of Macedonians and Adrianopolitans - Monastir Battalion)

It mainly consisted of Bulgarians from Macedonia (11,470), Bulgaria (2,512), and Thrace (1,215), while it also
included 531 volunteers from other nationalities: 275 Armenians, 82 Russians, 68 Romanians, 40 Serbs, 21
Austro-Hungarians, 12 Montenegrins, 3 Greeks, 1 Albanian, 1 Englishman, 1 Italian, and 1 Persian

MAKEAOHO-0O4PVUHCKO OMb/TYEHUE BUTONICKA APYXXUHA (Volunteer Corps of Macedonians and
Adrianopolitans - Monastir Battalion) on free of charge envelope from Thrace to a Greek in Thessa-
loniki, with arrival COTYHb-SOLOUN 14.111.913 (Thessaloniki), via CO®UA-SOPHIA 12.111.913 (Sofia). 78



Prisoners of War

Although a very large number of Turkish soldiers and officers were captured,
only the latter were literate. Therefore, such correspondence is quite rare.

I have not encountered correspondence from Bulgarian prisoners, which is obviously due to the short
duration of the Second Balkan War and the brief period of their captivity.

I do not know of the existence of any correspondence from Greek prisoners either.

Attica

Triple picture postcard from HIHYA 18.X11.12
addressed to Rayif Bay AyyudAwtot TevéSou, ppovTibelr dpoupapyeiov ABnvwv
(Prisoners from Tenedos, cared for by the Athens Garrison).

Makronissos [near Lavrion]
Makronissos, 2.06.1913

®POYPAPXEION XTPATOMNEAOY

AIXMANQTQON MAKPONHXOY
(Camp Command of Prisoners of
War at Makronissos) &

ZTPATOMEAON AIXMANQTQON
(c N;APKP ONHiOYf W Free of charge envelope with STPATOMEAON AIXMAAOTON MAKPONHZOY
M Emp_o r)lson;:ers orwar ?th (Camp of Prisoners of War at Makronissos) sent to Constantinople,
akronissos) on fragment wit via AAYPION 8.10YN:13 (Lavrion).
2x10A engraved.

The camp was served by the Lavrion Post Office.
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Prisoners of

War

. &
Greek-Turkish War 1912
A group of Prisoners

Nafplion
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escort of the 57 prisoners sent from Larissa, who will be escorted to Nafplion for reception ﬁ !
A £ Gl ya?a ..

by the local Command, after which they will return here immediately.
Athens, October 12, 1912,
The Command 80



Prisoners of War

Kiphissia
Kiphissia,
17.05.1913

Free of charge envelope from KH®IZZIA 17.MAI.13
to Paris, with handstamp CORRESPONDANCE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE EN FRANCHISE
(Prisoner of War, Free of Charge Correspondence).

Piraeus

Piraeus,
23.08.1913

Picture postcatrd with 2x5A lithographic definitive,
tied with MEIPAIEYZ (AMOXTOAH) 23.AYI:13 (without any indication for PoW),
sent to Constantinople, KIZIL-TOPRAK & GALATA 14.1X13 (n.s.).




Prisoners of War

Kyparissia - Nafplion

Kyparissia,
20.08.1913

Free of charge picture postcard with ANMM\HAOTPA®IA AIXMANQTQN ATEAHS (Prisoner of War, Free
of Charge Correspondence and KYMAPIZZIA (ANQ MOAIZ) 20.AYTA3 (Kyparissia),
addressed to a PoW at the Prisoners of War Camp of Nafplion!!

Kerkyra [Corfu]

Envelope franked with 2x10pa 1913, tied by GALLIPOLI 25.5.913, to an unclear indication of
destination "Korkouz", which the postal employee of the Exchange P.O. of NMEIPAIEYZ (ADIZIZ)
26.MAI13 recognized and sent the letter to KEPKYPA 4.10YN3 (Kerkyra/Corfu).




Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

Dutch Red Cross

' Thessaloniki,
23121912 (n.s.)

L s i
ligee b lfhoiamgdt -

Picture postcard with handstamp AMBULANCE DE LA CROIX-ROUGE NEERLANDAISE EN GRECE
(Dutch Red Cross Ambulance in Greece), franked with 2x5c Austrian Levant, tied with SALONICH
OSTERR. POST 23.12.12 (n.s.) sent to Netherlands

Italian Red Cross

VENEZIA N. 4

-/Z?CE 7&’ L .’%’Zdw
(%5,&& > )

(E Ma Q L7 A‘f\

Reglstered cover franled with 50c, tied with VENEZIA SUCC.4 SAN MARCO 11.12.12,
addressed to a member of the Croce Rossa Italiana Ospedale N. 54 (Hospital Nr 54
of the Italian Red Cross) in Arta, transit MATPAI (A®IZ13) 1.AEK12 (Patras).
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

Swiss Medical Mission
" T ; P

7 Demotica
~ [Didymotichon],
05.03.1913 (n.s.)

£

Bulgarian postal card
stationery 5cT uprated with
5cT, tied with N1OBAND N2 2 -
PHILOPPOPLE N2 2 28.11.913
sent to Bern Switzerland.
Sender, a member of the Swiss
Medical Mission

(address 3éme Hopital
d'Etapes, Kirk-Kilissé).

Hellenic & International Red Cross

Corner printed envelope of the Hellenic Red Cross EMIKOYPOX - YANOIOZ EN AOHNAIZ - EAAHNIKOZ
EPYOPOX XTAYPOZ (Society Epikouros, Hellenic Red Cross, franked with 25A engraved definitive, tied with
AOHNAI KENTPIKON 6.10YN.13, sent to BEJITPA-BELGRADE 12.6.13.
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

Bulgarlan Red Cross & Hospital

Dedeagatch
[Alexandroupolis],
04.05.1913 (n.s.)

Bulgarian postal card
stationery, written in German,
5cT uprated with 5cT, tied with
DEAE-ATAYD - DEDE-AGATCHE
22.IV.913

sent to Bucarest. Handstamp

T e e e e e e e T e R e e R IMBO/ICKA EBaKyauyMoHHa
Bonuuua (YAMBOL Evacuation
dnja Hospital).

econimandée.

i

x\.
1

"-.___‘-

~ D

Comiié Central
e la Société Russe

ie la Croix-Eouge.
e

/ Kfé— 9"?,0,__;‘1:'

g R

Registered envelope of the Russian Society of the Red Cross, addressed to the Ogecckomy EtanHomy flasapety
KpacHoTto Kpecta Bonoc (Odessa Regional Hospital of the Red Cross, in Volos). Franked with 2x15kon, tied with C.
METEPBYPI'b & 3KCM. 6.1.13 (Saint Petersbourg), sent to AGHNAI (ADIZIZ) 11.1AN3 (Athens) via ONECCA @%>!>!#

(Odessa). Returned ro sender. 85



Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

1st Military Hospital of Thessaloniki

| W 'ﬁ\@\m MM*’
: \hx\u\u‘\nﬂh h\ ?ill‘-!’ :l'q,:, q';wh}

B, [ Eopddes, Falunlgae

: ; > |'J e
& s . { I‘ILIT Ailru'ﬂ;*l a

Picture postcard with handstamp, Aov STPATIQTIKON NOZOKOMEION OEZZANONIKHE (1st Military
Hospital of Thessaloniki), franked with 3A +5A +10A (8A more than the postcard rate)
tied with ZTPATIQTIKH TAX. YIIHPEZIA 18.MAIOz.A3 (Military Postal Service),
sent to ALEXANDRIA A 6.JU.13 (n.s.).

2nd Military Hospital of Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki,
07.03.1913

Wrapper of newspaper, without postage stamps, marked with handstamp,
Bov ZTPATIQTIKON NOXOKOMEION OEX>*ANONIKHZ
(2nd Military Hospital of Thessaloniki)
and OEZZANONIKH 7.MAPT.- (Thessaloniki), sent to Alexandrie.

' Thessaloniki,
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

% Kerkyra
[Corful,
10.02.1913

¥ i} r " & T i AL 2
,d"_. : e e ot G B

Free of charge picture postcard with handstamp, STPATIOTIKON NOZOKOMEION KEPKYPAZ
(Military Hospital of Kerkyra), marked KEPKYPA (AMOXTOAH) 10.®EB13 (Kerkyra),
sent to AOHNAI KENTPIKON 12.IAN 3.

Military Hospital of Kastoria

Envelope with 10A engraved definitive, tied with AGHNAI KENTPIKON 2.EB.13, addressed to the
Noookopciov, KaoTtopia (Hospital of Kastoria).
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

1 Patras,

EAAAX ~ GRECE 4 | 17.07.1913
EMIZTOATKON AEATAPION 7 o i)
EMIOZ. TAXYAPOMIKOE SYNAEEMOE 0t

s CARTE POSTALE —
urniverselle des Postes

Free of charge picture postcard with handstamp, AHMOTIKON NOZOKOMEION IMATPQN O Arioz
ANAPEAS (Municipal Hospital of Patras, Saint Andreas), marked NMATPAI (AIOZTOAH) 17.10YLA3
(Patras), sent to Lavrion.

AaBwv TRV TIUHV VA TPAUHUATIOTW KaTd TV €V KIAKiS paxnv, Ospanciopai £1¢ To £6w Anpotikov No-
ookopegiov... [| had the honor of being wounded in the Battle of Kilkis and am currently recovering
at the local Municipal Hospital].

Arsakis' Military Hospital of Athens

Athens,
EA .ﬁ_._ﬂi e~ 21.07.1913
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Printed envelope with 10A lithographic definitive, tied with AOHNAI KENTPIKON
21.10YAA3, addressed to a soldier at Neupokomiov (Nevrekop).
APZAKION ZTPAT. NOXOKOMEION AGHNQN (Arsakis' Military Hospital of Athens).
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

4th Military Hospital of Athens

fplin oo, o
EMETOMKON AEATAPION Tk 0 i e
Post card=(arte POSIAIE - Postkarte \’A A

Union Postale universelle

! Athens,
23.01.1913

['I";' I‘:WV\.I" ;

A, Fallis et Cie - Athenes 110

Picture postcard with handstamp, TETAPTON ETPATIQTIKON NOZOKOMEION AOGHNQN (4th Military
Hospital of Athens), franked with 5A engraved definitive, tied with AOHNAI KENTPIKON 23.1AN.13
(Athens), sent to Paris, France.

5th Military Hospital of Athens
) 4 : e . " Athens,
[ 17.05.1913

-"'. v

Envelope sealed on the flap with MEMMTON XTPAT. NOXOKOMEION AOHNON (Fifth'
Military Hospital of Athens) addressed to a soldier at SoOumotokov (Subotskon).

89



Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

Athens,
10.08.1913

(n.s.)

5A postal card (rate should be 10A)
with handstamp, NAYTIKON NO2OKO-
MEION EN. N. ®AANHPQ (Naval Hospital
of Neon Phaliron), sent from AGHNAI
KENTPIKON 29.10YA13 (Athens), sent to
HILWAN 16.VI11.13, Egypt.

ANAPPQTHPION

THE A. M. THE BAZIMNZIZHZ

1
&,

FRAR Y WY o SEN S T

EN PREATTYI

Yok

A A1

%

1L

f.f

Naval Hospital of Ne

on Phaliron

Infirmary of H.M. the
_,» Queen at Freattys

Piraeus,

L 14.001913

Registered

envelope with 30A
Olympics 1906,
MEIPAIEYZ (AMNO-
STOAH) 14.3EMN.06
(Piraeus), sent to
AIAHWO3 (AOYTPA)
17.3EMN 13, (Aedipsos).
Handstamp ANAP-
PQTHPION THX A.M.
THZ BAZZIAIZHZ EN
®PEATTYI (Infirmary
of H.M. the Queen ay

Freattys).
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Military Hospitals & Sanitary Units

4th Military Hospital of Piraeus

Piraeus, 12.09.1913

%ﬂéy alwdrasl 06 asapithy v g,/zup,%,,g
S E e T ;
< Moy
/5% Ckéldlﬁflegv—( /ija éa%ﬁm’“
%&&
N —

Envelope with handstamp 4ov STPATIQTIKON NOZOKOMEION MEIPAIOE (4th Military Hospital of Piraeus).
It contains an excerpt from the Daily Order with thanks to volunteers and sponsors.
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Cholera Epidemic - Disinfection Office

Cholera Epidemic in Thrace

Serres,
21.05.1913

Picture postcard from Serres 21.5:1913, with Bulgarian military handstamp Tirnovo

...Une épidemie de choléra qui commence a se rependre depuis quelques jours, a causé la mort
a plusieurs personnes, surtout parmi les militaires venant de Tchataldja. Il y a eu aujourd'hui
méme une centaine de cas, dont plusieurs mortels...

[A cholera epidemic that began spreading a few days ago has caused the deaths of many

individuals, particularly among the soldiers who arrived from Catalca. Today, we had about a
hundred cases, many of which were fatal...]

Disinfection Office of Agios Georgios

The last epidemic dealt with on the island (due to the cholera outbreak in Thrace)
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Picture postcard with postmark type V AT. FEQPTI0X (I\OIMOK) 20.[09.13]
on 2\ + 3A engraved definitives, sent to Athens
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Thassos - Tenedos - Imvros

Re-engraved
bilingual
TENEAOZ

BOZDJA-ADA

31.912

Philatelic exploitation...
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Properly posted envelope with 1pi Ottoman, with
handwrinne overprint EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ (Hellenic
Administration) and handstamp ArHMA KATOXHZ
(occupation troop) tied with IMBPOZ 22.AEKE.12 (Imvros)
sent to IBRAHIMIA 15.1.13 (n.s.).

...Miav eBbopada mpo Tng karoxng TG TuBpou umod Twv
EAAfVwY n ToupKIKN £§0uaia EKTOG OAlywY OTPATIWTWY
napadaBouoa mAVTa Ta apysia Kol HET' auTwy THAEPWvA,
THAEYPAPIKAG UNXAVAS KOl OAQ TQ YPAUUATOONHN QVEXWPNOAV
&g Aapbavédia. 'Otav yéveto n katoxn T 18/31 OKTwBpiou
OUTE TOUPKIKG YPAUPOTOONLA UTTHPXOV EV TH TATPISI Hog oUTE
eAAnvika rapnyy£AOnoav- ai 6¢ emaotoAai eaTéAAovTo &I Net-
patd Kat eTaxudpopolvT. 'QoTe SeV (TO SUVATOV VO EKTEAEGW

| TV mapayyeAiav oag pépig ol empounBelOnV ypauparoonua

£K Zp0PVNG, TOUPKIKA, dAAG Kat TaAv Sev pot eaTaAnoav 6oa

£ypawov. EkopioBnaav 6& auyxpovwes EAANVIKA Kai N appayis
Kot 0UTW HOAIS TWPQA KATOPOWOA VA 00C EMOTPEWYW EV HEPOS

TWV PaKEAAWY 0a...

A0KTWp lwavvng Eup. Bpoutdog

ev 'luBpw T 21/12/1912

[... A week before the occupation of Imbros by the Greeks, the
Turkish authorities, aside from a few soldiers, took all the
archives, along with telephones, telegraph machines, and all
the postage stamps, and departed for the Dardanelles. When
the occupation took place on the 18th/31st of October, neither
Turkish stamps were available in our homeland, nor had
Greek stamps been ordered; thus, letters were sent to Piraeus
and then posted. As a result, | was unable to fulfill your
request until | obtained stamps from Smyrna, Turkish ones,
but even then, | was not sent as many as | had requested.
Simultaneously, Greek stamps and a postmark were procured,
and only now have | managed to return a portion of your
envelopes 93



Civil mail - Aegean islands

Philatelic exploitation...

EAAAZ AHMNOEX on 1pi 1910

1pi 1905 (111) with
EANAS AHMNOS

Properly posted cover with

1pi 1910, tied with AHMNOX
22.NOEM.9 [Lemnos,erroneous
date] sent to New York via
AOHNAI KENTPIKON 21.NOE.12
(Athens).

Envelope with 10\ overprinted
NHMNOZ, tied with AIANOMH
(Distribution) of the Main Naval
Post Office sent to MEIPAIEYZ
(A®IZIz) 25.NOE 12 (Piraeus)

Possibly civil mail entrusted to
a warship and forwarded by
the Hellenic Navy.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Samothraki

FAMOOPAKH (Samothraki) AIMENIKH APXH ZAMOOPAKHZ
type V, without date (Port Authority of Samothraki)

™ SapoOpaxn,
' 21121912

| éw-&rm c&uur,‘ CIL A

ﬂidq e ﬂ.u%_-b\ .

Nl T 1 PALST TN

Picture postcard with 5A lithographic definitive without overprint*,
tied with SAMOOPAKH 21.AEKE.12, sent to Syros.

*It probably comes from a sheet that was not overprinted with EAAHNIKH AIOIKHSIS,
after all its use is early enough for the sender to got it from Greece.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Psara - Agios Efstratios

Canceled to order

Ottoman stamps with
WAPPA 10.MAPT.[13]

Fragment of enveloppe with total franking of 25A in Campaign 1912-13 stamps,
tied with AIMENIKH APXH ATIOY EYZTPATIOY (Port Authority of Agios Efstratios)
and MEIPAIEYZ (AMOXTOAH) 7.MAP:14 (Piraeus), sent to ALEXANDRIA 23.11114 (n.s.).

The Port Authority of the island was charged with the postal service of the inhabitants of
the island, a fact confirmed by the lack of a V type postmark.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Mytilini of Lesvos

Mytilini,
10111912

Use of the
scratched
bilingual
Ottoman
postmark
TN for more
i \ than 15
days.

Reverse of an envelope franked with Ottoman stamp 1pi 1910 overprinted EAAnvikr) Katoxn MUTIARVNG
(Hellenic Occupation of Mytilini) tied with MIDILLI 2 101112 [3rd day of occupation. The Turkish script was
removed from the postmark], sent to ALEXANDRIE EGYPTE 1.DEC.12 (n.s.) via French Post Office of SMYRNE

TURQUIE D'ASIE 281112 (n.s.). 1st weight rate to abroad.

Mail to abroad could be sent either via Athens, either via the foreign Post Offices of Levant,

depending on the respective shipping connections.

N=

Correspondance:
Akl ool

.;Hi;*-’ ;iﬂaﬂxi%;;;¢w'
A5 Senseds. SO

o .- ?o‘;'&v 5 Mmﬁﬁ,«/”:

Ly
TALEN Waapa] oot

{EY. P ambang) gy

Mytilini,
13.111912

Picture postcard with 10pa 1910
overprinted EAANvikr KoaToxn
MuTiAnvng, tied with MIDILLI
2131132 [Turkish script was
removed], sent to Brooklyn

USA via AOHNAI KENTPIKON
19.NOE.12 and AGHNAI KENTPI-
KON 21.NOE.12 (Athens). Rate for
postcards to abroad, with less
than 5 words.

We see that the machine
postmark of Athens was used
upon arrival (19.11) and two days
later for the dispatch of the
postcard (canceling the postage
stamp)
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Mytilini of Lesvos

Mytilini,
14111912

Picture postcard with 10pa 1910
overprinted EAAnvikr Katoyxr
MuTIAfvNG, tied with MIDILLI
2141112 [Turkish script was
removed], sent to Brooklyn

USA via AOHNAI KENTPIKON
19.NOE.12 and AOHNAI KENTPI-
KON 21.NOE12 (Athens). Rate for
postcards to abroad.

We see that the machine
postmark of Athens was used
upon arrival (19.11) and two days
later for the dispatch of the
postcard (canceling the postage
stamp)

Mytilini,
20111912

Envelope with 2x20pa 1910
overprinted EAANvik Katoxn
MuTiIAfvng, tied with MIDILLI
2201142 [Turkish script was
removed], sent to BRITISH
POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE
B DE.9.12 (n.s.) via AOHNAI
(A®IZIZ) 22.NOE.12 (Athens).
1pi, rate to abroad.

Mail to abroad could be sent
either via Athens, either via the
foreign Post Offices of Levant,
depending on the respective
shipping connections.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Mytilini of Lesvos

Mytilini,
28.111912

Late equipment with
Greek postmarRs

of the post office of
Mytilene and the rest
of the post offices of
Lesbos

Envelope with 20pa 1910
overprinted EAAnvikr Katoxn
MuTIARVNG, tied gitn MYTI-
NAHNH 28.NOEM.12 (Mytilini,
type V), sent to XANIA
30.NOEM912.

20pa, 1st weight inland rate.

Mytilini,
12121912

Late equipment with
Greek postage stamps
overprinted EAAHNIKH
AIOIKH:IX

Envelope with 25\
overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOI-
KHZI1Z, tied with MYTIAHNH
28.NOEM.12 (Mytilini, type V),
sent to ASHMUN 30.X11.12, via
ALEXANDRIA B 30.XI1.12.

25A, 1st weight to abroad
rate.




Civil mail - Aegean islands

Mytilini of Lesvos
The Treasury Office and the Post Offices of Lesvos were lately equiped,
with Greek postage stamps, postal cards and International Reply Coupons.
Until then, the Ottoman ones overprinted with EAAvixi Katoyn MutiMjvng were used.

Philatelic exploitation...

The genuine postmark MIDILLI 1 was never
usewd by the Hellenic Post Office..

It was used to cancel to order overprinted
Ottoman stamps (genuine & forgeries)
& EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEIZ.

A forged one exists and was used to cancel fake
overprinted Ottoman postage stamps.

Pre-dated 9.11.12 used on stamps i e - b
which arrive on December... alent dq ¢°'1'.' m dans lﬂﬁ)pa:rﬂ-ﬂlﬂ ont. mﬁﬁ&mw

-postede hhﬁﬁid{fﬂﬁﬂc‘ﬂlﬂ:a 71

¥, Banzigsr & Ca: K. G, Eresinges, Bcvaalz

Coupn-Réponse International overprinted EAAnvikn Kotoyr) MuTIAfvng

| Mytilini,
| 11121912

N POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
TYRAUIE

Na o]
é\‘ir 3 i ;
R A S T SV
AORRESPONDANCE d < B mrstaﬂnmrmﬂaﬂ AR ok S e 8
4 A@w e r%.%-WrTﬂVW'Wi@H’
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Ottoman postal card stationery 20pa overprinted EAAnviki Kotoyr MuTiAfvng, canceled with
MYTIAHNH 11.AEKE12, sent to XANIA 16.AEKE1912 (Chania)

20pa, postal card to abroad, used also for inland mail.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Plomari & Molyvos of Lesvos

Before being equipped with standard regulatory seals (type V),
the post offices of Plomari, Petra, and Molyvos used improvised postmarks.

EANHNIKH KATOXH
NAQMAPIOY
10 NOEM.912

used also during
December (fixed date
10.11.1912).

Envelope with 20pa 1910 without overprint,
tied with circular improvised postmark EAAAZ MOAYBOX (Greece, Molyvos)
20pa, 1st rate for inland mail.

Impossibility to certify the genuineness.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Kalloni and Messotopos of Lesvos

Before being equipped with standard regulatory seals (type V),
the post offices of Kaloni, Polycnitos, Vatousa and Aghra used the Ottoman postmarks.

The post office of Messotopos used a circular negative improvised postmark.

KALONIA

Envelope with 25A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEIZ,
tied with TAXYAPOMEION MEZOTOMOY MYTIAHNHE, sent to SMYRNE TURQUIE D'ASIE 22.413 (n.s.)
1st weight rate to abroad.

Mail to Smyrna was forwarded to the French Post Office.
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Civil mail - Aegean islands

Samos

Vathy,
19.9.1913

Envelope with 25A (large SAMOS overprint),
tied with BAOY-VATHY 19.SEP1913, sent to Selbitz.
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Ikaria
First day of arrival of the Hellenic troops (disembarkation of men from the destroyer Thyella)

Agios Kirykos, 04.11.1912

Handwritten receipt for a registered letter to Beirut, TAXYAPOMEION EAEYOEPAS MOAITEIAZ IKAPIAZ
(Post of the Free State of Ikaria)
signed by the Director of the Post X. Kapnistos.




Civil mail - Aegean islands

Ikaria

Agios Kirykos, 26.12.1912

Corner envelope with postmark EAEYOEPA MOAITEIA IKAPIAZ KENTPIKON TAXYAPOMEION 29.12.912
(29 for 2612, Free State of Ikaria, Main Post)
and Hellenic 10A engraved definitive tied with MEIPAIEYS 27.AEK12 (Piraeus), sent to YPOZ 29.AEK.12 (Syros).
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Chios
Some very few sheets of the 25A sent to Chios were found without the EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ overprint.
The local Authoritoes decided to overprin them with red initials E.A.

Chios,
01.06.1913

Envelope with scissored 25A postage stamp with the local overprint E.A* )
tied with X10Z 1.10YN.13 sent to Tarsous via MEIPAIEYZ 1.10YN13 (Piraeus) and STAMBOUL ARRIVEE 19.6.13
(The First Balkan War has ended, and cooperation with the Ottoman Post Office has resumed).

*At a certain point, the Chios Post Office began selling, at the counter, these specific stamps
scissored to prevent philatelists from exploiting them.
However, a considerable number had already circulated beforehand.




Civil mail - Aegean islands

Castellorizo
On March 1, 1913, 30 armed Cretans arrived, joining with locals to capture the Turkish garrison. On March 29, they
proclaimed Union with Greece (which reacted strongly), and Greece ultimately sent an Administrator on August 1.
The island appears to depend administratively and postally on Chios, despite the 225 nautical miles of distance.

MPOZ. EAA. AIOIKHT. ENITPOMNH KAZTEANOPIZOY
TMHMA TAXYAPOMEIOY 1913

(Provisional Hellenic Administrative Committee
of Castellorizo, Post Office Section)

Philatelic exploitation...

The Ottoman posmarks were used to produce
a large number of philatelic items

The rare properly posted mail with MPOZ. EAA. AIOIKHT.

ENMITPOMNH KAXTEANOPIZOY TMHMA TAXYAPOMEIOY 1913

is franked with Greek stamps: engraved ot lithographic
definitive, or overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIS.

~ Megisti. 2.61913

Envelope with 25A lithographic definitive, tied with
MPOZ. EAA. AIOIKHT. ENITPOMNH KAXTEAAOPIZOY TMHMA TAXYAPOMEIOY 1913

sent to ISMAILIA 26.VI1.13 (n.s.) via XIOZ 1.10YA:13 (Chios) and ALEXANDRIA 25.JY:13. 107




Civil mail - Western Thrace

Dedeagatch (Alexandroupolis)

Dedeagatch was occupied by a naval detachment on July 11, 1913. Despite being ceded to Bulgaria (with the Treaty
of Bucharest on August 8, 1913), the Greeks' final withdrawal took place only on September 18. The post office was
under the authority of Thessaloniki, while correspondence from Dedeagatch was mainly directed to Piraeus.

Dedeagatch 04.08.1913

DEUTSCHE ORIENTBA
Aktiengesellschaft

_ k __:t:.!a;fu,._}'ual ras £ | 4

Deutsche Orientbank

A ktiengesellschaft

- CONSTANTINOPLE

ezt

nfr
Envelope with 4x10A Campaign 1912-13, tied with type V AEAEATATZ 4.AYT:13 (Dedeagatch), sent to CONSTANTINOPLE-
GALATA POSTE FRANGse 29.8.13 (n.s.) via MEIPAIEYZ 11.AYTA3 (Piraeus). The R-label used is a printed one of Thessaloniki
R-GRECE - SALONIQUE overwritten by pen with Aebéayatg (Dedeagatch).

Under the strip of the stamps, a partial strike of the AEAEATATZ (Dedeagatch) postmark can be seen.
Possibly, the franking with the labels (1st issue) was not accepted for proper mail (non philatelic)
and the employee of the Deutsche Orientbank was compelled to use the official postage stamps.

A specimen of non-philatelic mail originated from Dedeagatch (Alexandroupolis).
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Civil mail - Epirus & North Epirus

Ag|0| Saranta - Chimarra - Igoumenitsa

- __,,.....

HE banf“-ﬂiluaranta [Epdtbe}. s, é’ R
o Aiee Papduta (’Pbﬁpo,} Enpam&rq—'imﬁmL i

éﬂw ,{Wﬁ e ﬁ;f'-%'?«’-.

Commemoration
of the Occupation
by the Greek Army,

80% L &[bf f#ﬁa'{'@?ﬂ November 24,1912
% . AgioiSaranta
TAXTAPOMIKON WTAPIGN — Carte Postale | [Ayot3apavra - Sarandé],
o RO 24111912
n'’
P AwdBdi; — Adresse
EL
221
gs
T
&
SE M
5 E ;
=t
'ﬁ"':‘ l)' i Picture postcard with 5A engraved*
c= ¥ = tied with KEPKYPA (A®IZIZ) 26.NOE12
" (Kerkyra/Corfu) sent to AOHNAI KE-
3 . e NTPIKON 27.NOE12 (Athens)
7 . s I. _._., ; e *The proximity of Agioi Saranta
e P "" ’;I;‘ﬁ“‘ 4 to Corfu justifies the use of not
| > ‘..‘;5 iy NR f-:!, overprinted stamps (at least in the
T i e i : : early days of Greek administration) as
{ % | well as their postal connection.
Chimarra
[Xewpappa - Himaré],
23.4.1913

Registered envelope with pair of 25A
lithographic* tied with

XEIMAPPA 23.AMPA3 (Chimarra),

sent to Triest, via KEPKYPA (ADIZIZ)
23.AMPA3 (Corfu). 1st weight rate for
registered letters to abroad.

*The proximity of Agioi Saranta

to Corfu justifies the use of not
overprinted stamps (at least in the
early days of Greek administration) as
well as their postal connection.

Igsoumenitsa [Hyoupevitoa - Rechadié (Janina)], 3.71913

In the early 20th century, Hamit Bey of Graikochori in Epirus, in collabora-
tion with his friend Sultan Resat Pasha, established a port city intended to
become the capital of Thesprotia. It was named Rechadié (Janina) and was
inhabited by people from neighboring villages. Following the occupation of
the area by the Greek army, it was renamed Igoumenitsa.

Fragment of registered envelope with 3x10A Campaign 1912-13 tied with the
Ottoman bilingual RECHADIE (JANINA) 3.7.913 (not in Agaogullari).




Civil mail - Epirus & North Epirus

Janina

Janina 2.3.1913

Envelope with 2A +3A +20A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHXIS tied with IQANNINA (Janina, without date, d=24mm)
sent to Triest via to MATPAI (AMOXTOAH) 10.MAP13 (Patras). First postmark used in Janina.

Janina 03.06.1913

EMIZTOAIKON AEATAFPION
AlA TO ELQTEPIKON

E
Exi rjs mhevpds rovns ypagero gavor o diedines

- Basilo 1, PAFPA '
p JLF: PAFPAS EAAHNIEH AIOIENWZIIZ
SR

g #J' m & R = -
g oo

i

,, C velee
i = sl _ wdr J

5A postal card overprmted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ canceled with IQANNINA 3.I0YN.13 (Janina, without
date, d=25mm) sent to Triest via to MEIPAIEYS (A®IZIY) 8.10YN13 (Patras).
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Civil mail - Epirus & North Epirus

Korvtsa - Kolonjé (Erseka)

prie Korytsa,
. 3.81913

4

L
1_—1::-
1
2|5
L]

e
L

/ fﬁ? ?

mu@ 4? (’Z? (or Pt
WG 9 )

L

2224

o190

i

o e ok

i %
P,

el

g

W7ﬂ ﬂé?

r

Heavy registered envelope with 30A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ & 10A Campaign 1912-13, tied with KOPYTZA 3.0KT:13
(Korytsa), sent t0 KOAQNIA 4.0KT.13 (Kolonya/Erseka). The recipient recipient was sought in Erseka, the capital
of the Kolonjé district. Rate of registered in town letter (5A/15g and 20A registration)*.

*This is an envelope of at least the 5th weight rate (if the detached stamp is 5 lepta) 111



Civil mail - Macedonia

[ALMIGTH -HESRTTA

CUT IR S

Yannitsa - Isvoros - Cavalla - Chryssoupolis

Fragment of picture
postcard woth 10A EA,
withOttoman bilingual
YZVOR 7.1.91 (Isvoros -
loBopog). The Turskish

script was removed.

Envelope with 10A engraved with
BAZINEION THX EAAAAOZ EMAPXIA FENITZQN
[Kingdom of Greece, Giannitsa District) sent
to Piraeus, via OEZXAANONIKH 25.AEK.1912

(Thessaloniki).

1st weight rate for inland letter

. | 5 /{T) j':/ﬁ ) &Jﬂb—rd‘v ............ :

Fragment of envelope with
2x3A Campaign 1912-13,
canceled with improvised stamp
Sapr} alapmav 7.piov 6.1913 [Sari siaban]
(XpuoouToAn - Chryssoupolis 6.9.1913).

Yannitsa,
2121912

iy .-@"
x?}‘ﬁ"f } _pl!-'vl'.lt
2 ‘Ha.......- f‘ﬂ‘
l:'II

—*"5“ 3?;; LT i e

.
afragy

Fragment of the flap of an envelope with
Ottoman revenue of 10pa and Cavalla's
overprint EAMAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ, canceled
with KABAANA 1.0KT13 (Cavalla).
Properly used

Yannitsa,
11.12.1912

5A postal card overprinted EAAHNIKH
AIOIKHZIZ with BAZIAEION THX EA-
NAAOZ ENAPXIA TENITZQON [Kingdom
of Greece, Giannitsa District)

sent to Athens via OES>AAONIKH
13.AEK1912(Thessaloniki).

Inland postcard rate. 112



Civil mail - Macedonia

Serres

Serres was occupied by the Bulgarians in 1912, and during the Second Balkan War, they set it on fire before
abandoning it. The Greeks liberated the city on June 29, 1913. During the Bulgarian occupation, a Greek post office
operated in Serres in exchange for the Bulgarian post office that operated in Thessaloniki.

SEPPES 19.1AN.[13]

At a military level, an
exchange had been
arranged between Greeks
and Bulgarians, allowing
the Bulgarian 7th Division
to enter Thessaloniki, while
a corresponding Greek
unit would enter the city of
Serres.

Serres, 08.03.1913

2EPPEZ 5.AYT13

Eighth day since the liberation of
Serres. One of the two stamps is a
5A lithographic defiitive, without
overprint and was marked by hand
EA (EAAnviKn Aloiknotg)

Bank of Athens envelope with 20A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ, with
SEPPAI 8. MAPT13 sent to LONDON MAR.27.13, via OEZ>AAONIKH 9.MAPT.13 (Thessaloniki).

1st weighr rate for letter to abroad was 25A, incorrect rate!
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Civil mail - Macedonia

Thessaloniki

After the occupation of Thessaloniki, it seems that all Post Offices operating in this town accepted civil mail:
Ottoman, Ottoman Railways, Russian, French, Austrian and Italian.

New Post Offices were established, Hellenic, Serbian and Bulgarian.

Thessaloniki, Ottoman Railways [Chemins de Fer Orientaux: C.0.]

Thessaloniki (railway), 26.04.1913 (n.s.)

/Z /?'fﬁn 47/9 Carte‘F‘nsh/. 5 1

Gt
e g 220
pé W%ﬁ@

s ... |5 sl
| mj ) /‘7 oo

1. '
| e »
| Fia ,?AZ'«- Lt
Picture postcard with 5A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ, with boxed octagonal
SALONIQUE C.0. 26.AVR.1913 (n.s.), sent to BEOGRAD-BELGRADE 15.4.13 (0.s.)

Postcard to abroad should be 10A, incorrect rate!

idhs, anlm..q\?

;

Kitii, I»
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Civil mail - Macedonia

Thessaloniki, Ottoman Post Office

e ] ¥
Pair of Ottoman 10pa
OEXANONIKH 14.NOEM.[12]
oy Ry PRl E ' _ e Thessaloniki,
nd B r— A | 8111912 (n. )

Ly,

A iy

o

S

e
?‘Wyﬁt PE o

-

SR SEREPTRRC Y IR PO, SR TR Rt S L inig

Picture postcard with pair of 10pa tied with SALONIQUE 7 9.10.913 (erroneous date, possibly
9111912 n.s.) sent to Prague.

One of the last, if not the very last, dates of the Ottoman Post.

Thessalonlkl Russian Levant postage stamp

Rl i 'lr e LSRR ) ‘\ Thessaloniki,

.{"T"\F_f"; -, Gt ] 1:.-.' h RQUI'E 11.3.1913

P
#

A ‘*_.’ =1jJ ,ﬂJm le Universelle.

e Cq;te Pnstale

P S A

e

hzgn
t%‘““’”"gu pleetil

Qe I;\-.ﬂ
o

s | .
Jaiy AL g

i e
S = =

: A IJ.I ..- I;: kl : ”.—‘/ : ¢ ! -~ F - |
..’I 4o Fﬂ'l |'.-'|I U 1 -"' '_ !I, { :_-:.-- __' 'f;-- - L-___'_:-" :I
; G R e e & ; ; |
- L = L___ __{j T R e i e.f]rl‘rq B

Picture postcard Wlth Russian Levant 10pa/2kon tied with @EZANONIKH ?.MAPT.13 sent to

Serbia. Without any marking for postage due! 115



Thessaloniki, French Post Office

Thessaloniki, 13.11.1912 (n.s.)

10c postal card of French Levant, canceled with SALONIQUE TURQUIE 13.NOV:12, sent to Athens.
The Hellenic Post office was not established yet.

Thessaloniki, 13.11.1912 (n.s.)

Picture post card with 10c French Levant, tied with SALONIQUE TURQUIE 13.NOV:12, sent to Syra.
The Hellenic Post office was not established yet.
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Thessaloniki, Austrian Post Office

Thessaloniki,
11111912 (n.s.)

Registered envelope with 2pi Austrian Levant, tied with SALONICH
I ¢ 11.X112, sent to Paleokatounon Doridos, via AOHNAI (ADIZIZ)

2.NOE12 (Athens).
The Hellenic Post office was not established yet.

Thessaloniki, 13.111912 (n.s.)

10c postal card Austrian Levant, tied with SALONICH I a 132.X1.12, sent to AOHNAI (ADIZIS)
6.NOEM.12 (Athens). The Hellenic Post office was not established yet.




Civil mail - Macedonia

Thessaloniki, Italian Post Office

Thessaloniki, 19.121912 (n.s.)

% 5 EMISTOAIKON AEATAPION
\. CARTE POSTALE

i

M?/”’
o

~T s
o

P
FTEREF VL

Ewxd, Télloc Mavedmovdos "Tdowros B "Ad fve:

e
=
]
3

Picture postcard with 20ra/10c Italian Levant, canceled with SALONICCO UFFICIO POSTALE
ITALIANO 19.12.12, sent to Torino.

Thessaloniki 15.04.13 (0.s.)

Picture post card with 2x10pa/5c Itallan Levant.
Dropped in the mailbox, the franking was not accepted,
the employee marked with the old marking T of the Ottoman Post.
Postmark OEXZANONIKH 15.AMP13 (Thessaloniki), sent to Moravia, Austria.
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Civil mail - Macedonia

OEZ>ANONIKH 14.NOEM.[12]

The lower stamp is a 10A
engraved defiitive,
without overprint

Thessaloniki, Hellenic Post Office

Thessaloniki, 25.11.1912

T

Lt .v:-h‘“'*h

3

Al ABEA T REMATH HikrTrFa

5A postal card overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIS canceled with ©EXXANONIKH 25.NOEM.1912

(Thessaloniki), sent to Athens.

Thessaloniki, 05.12.1912

Envelope of the BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL SALONICA franked with 20A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ,
tied with @EXZZANONIKH 5.AEK.1912 (Thessaloniki), sent to Volos. 2nd weight inland letter

T }
“EMIZTOAIKON AEATAPION f4
aIA To EroTePikoN  EARH

L il

119



Civil mail - Macedonia

Thessaloniki, Hellenic Post Office

Thessaloniki, 15.11.1912

OEZIANONIKH 31.AEK1912

The two 2A engraved defiitive
stamps are

not overprinted ! N . o
10A letter card overprinted EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIZ uprated with 5A +10A +25A EAAHNIKH

AIOIKHZIZ, sent as registered, tied with ©EZZANONIKH 15.NOEM.- (Thessaloniki), sent
to BRESLAU 101212 via AOHNAI (A®IZIE) 21.NOE.12 (Athens).

Thessaloniki, 21.01.13

Insufficiently prepaid envelope from
KYMAHOBO BOJHA MNOLUTA 19.3.13 on 2x5na,
Serbian stamps, with T marking. Bloc of
6x5A EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEIZ tied with OEZZA-
NONIKH 21.MAPTA3 (Thessaloniki). 120




Thessaloniki, Serbian Post Office

EAAHNIKH AIOIKHZIE with

CONTYH-SOLOUN
CPMNCKA MOLWTA

Thessaloniki

[ConyH],
05.06.1912 (0.s.)

Free of charge picture postcard,
with violet CONTYH-SOLOUN CPICKA MOLLTA 5.6.13 sent to BPAHA-VRAGNA 9.V13 (Croatia).
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Thessaloniki, Bulgarian Post Office

At a military level, an exchange had been arranged between Greeks and Bulgarians, allowing the Bulgarian 7th
Division to enter Thessaloniki, while a corresponding Greek unit would enter the city of Serres.

A similar exchange was made for the operation of post offices in these two cities.

Thessaloniki [ConyHb], 1913

Document from the Bulgarian Post Office in Thessaloniki, with its official handstamp
TENErPA®O-MOLLEHCKA CTAHLIMA COMYHD (Telegraph and Postal Station of Thessaloniki).




Civil mail - Macedonia

Thessaloniki
[ConyHb],
28.03.1913

Postal Money Order
with CONYHDb-
SOLOUN 28.111.913
(Thessaloniki) on
5cT form uprated
with 2x10cT +25¢T
+50cT, sent to CTAPA
3ATOPA MNMOLLEHCKN
3AMNCK 4.IV.913
(Stara-zagora,
Money Orders) on
10cT revenue stamp
(on reverse).

fﬁ MIATERL!

Z PPN

I‘Hanna Terﬂr"m

HHE'ETE,

/\1Lf

35

o i

T

ﬂ-lEr&gPH?&ﬁa Ji}»i pen

P o

{¢h  umdpe)

HOCTE K3 Baffcd

Crawnar

iR —1914

Fguyl3

53 fn

Thessaloniki
[ConyHb],
05.031913

Postal Money Order
with CONTYHDb-
SOLOUN 5.111.913
(Thessaloniki) on 5¢t
form uprated with
15c¢T +1/1, sent to
AOJTHA BAHA-DOLNA
BANIA 11.111.913. The
recipient had to pay
an extra 1/1 postage
stamp anf 10cT
(revenue stamp, on
reverse).
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Civil mail - Macedonia ]

Bulgarian Post Offices: Thessaloniki - Serres - Cavalla

Thessaloniki
[ConyHb],
24.041913

I‘nanna Tenerpa:@djm“.ﬂ'enrzﬁa 1]

(R. Mitecro %ﬂ}\}n\h,ﬁ/cncwu MApEDR

Telegraphic Money
order form with
CO/TYHDB-SOLOUN
20.IV.913 tying a 1/1,
sent to CEPECb-
SERES 27.1V.913.

e Tt

l]umalwlm aa:lm -;;;:f-"'-'ii-"

R

-Msmrsnes sA0KRTEART .

Yo o R Cavlla
: i 9" — - 4 [Kasanal,
-J'JL B b A e e L L L e L R e e T ¥ |
: = 18.04.1913

CirafisocTs ua- gammcl : Postal Money order
(s 113&3]’1:'1] i = form with KABAJIA
Em—e e e e MOLLEHCKIN 3ANUCA
B S 18.IV.913 (Cavalla,
| Postal Money

LR G i Orders) on 5cT form
Cpespa

uprated with 15cT,
: & i sent to COYHB-

FPaasehpne . . SOLOUN 20.1V.913.
i ’ i f | ; The recipient paid
B, ‘? e 10cT more, tied with.
—— - CONYHDB-SOLOUN
: e ,mfm - 221V.913.
FEECES : w— .

Hansass YaROBHRE TS,
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Civil mail - Macedonia

Bulgarian Post Offices: Eleftheroupolis - Drama

ENBUMION KABASLAE ot R
Soarvenle de Cavalla - Masiage wilipesis Cavasa

Eleftheroupolis - Prawshta [I'IpaBmma] 21 061913

Y
e f/q/ Z Cartolina Postale.
TAXYAPOMIKON JEATAPION.

MMW = € .

7

g | - NSRS
Jﬂuﬂb‘z 5 o 0%,

h‘" sV rto— 7w 777 7 (@V@ﬁ/&&a Picture postcard showing a village

‘,_,; & ; e wedding in Cavalla, editor S.K.

Diamantopoulos
wibopm g, bora 4

Z”;E‘f""g{z Tok Jotse

Libraire: Cavalla,

Editewr: 5. K. Uimantupnulu:.

By

Huw% "b'—‘-?,g I

Free of charge picture postcard with Ottoman bilingual PRAVECHTA 21.6.913 sent to Nova-Zagora.

Drama [[pama], 22.03.1913

" §
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e
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He Tafn 0TRAEEDS ©0 NRAIOS CAMO ATRSCETE . 'V:,""T_"r T |
(L A reiefio i
= e e el et e —.'-'Z—Z-!'.'LUF-_fF-_-;L-'.L'-"‘-__-'-Z-'n'1'E"I'-='l"—"-'r=-'J'='-F’|';_::'E;TEE-EC%'E‘—:E'E%"

L m oS e S N B Ry e MR ]
5¢T postal card canceled with IPAMA-DRAMA 22.111.913 sent to CODUA-SOFIA.
...me voila de retour de ce sauvage village, de Startchista, apres bien de péripéties et de
désagrement en voyage...
..EMETTPEWA E6W ATIO AUTO TO AYPIO XWPIO, T STAPTOIoTA [ONuEPIVO MeptBuwplo], HETA amd TTOAAEG
TIEPITETEIEG KAl TASISIWTIKES ATTOYONTEVOEIG...

[...I returned here from that wild village, Startshista (present-day Perithorio), after many
adventures and travel disappointments...]
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Bulgarian Post Offices: Cavalla - Serres

Cavalla [KaBana], 29.12.1912

Picture postcard with 10cT tied with KABAJIA - KAVALA 29.X11.912 sent to ALEXANDRIA E 2.JA13.

Serres [Cepecb], 10.03.913

5ct postal card canceled with CEPECD - SERRES 10.111.913 sent to CAMOKOB®bB - SAMOKOV.
Sent by a doctor in ETAMHA BO/THULIA 1 PUNCKA ANBU3US (Field Hospital, 1st Rila Division).
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Civil mail - Thrace

Gumuldjina [Komotini], Bulgarian Post Office

Gumuldjina

[FymypmxuHal,
11111912

Envelope with bilingual
Ottoman GUMULDJINA 1
11.1112 (Komotini) tying
5+10cT, sent to PYCE-
ROUSTCHOUK 5.XI11.912. with
naval handstamp ®notb Ha
H. BennuectBo [lyHaBCKa
uactb (Royal Navy, Danube
Division).

Cavalla [Kaxxana] to Gumurdjina [FymypaxuHal, 15.04.1913

Telegraphic Money Order KABAJIA MOLLEHCKU 3ANKNCY 15.1V.913 (Cavalla, Money Orders) tyinf 2x50cT

on form sent to FIOMIOPIXNHA-GUMURDJINA 18.IV.913 (Komotini).




Service Suspended

Retour, Cause de Guerre

The Balkan Wars caused numerous disruptions in the postal service,
and many letters could not reach their recipients.

Addressed to Guevgueli, 21.10.1912

CAISSE PATERNELLE

COMPAGNIE ANONYWE D'ASSURAHCES GENERALES SUR LA VIE A PHI?IES FIKES

EXTREPRISE FHIVEE ASSUJETTIE AU '.'l'.'l\ril'Lh E L:LTAT

{ . Rue HHHH"&,“ 4 *&*‘ PARIS

vl- . ..}. —
.T- :

—_

( Turguie )

Registered cover from PARIS 8 B 14.10.12, addressed to Guevgueli Turquie.
it was returned to PARIS 7 20.1112 from STAMBOUL ARRIVEE 21.0CT.12
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